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Just Among Ourselves 


stood on the bank of some great 

river and watched its waters as 
they hurried along towards the great sea. 
As you stood there enchanted by its beauty, 
magnificence, and power, did it occur to 
you to think how it was made up or formed? 
God sends the rain and it comes down in 
tiny drops upon the earth and they sink 
into the earth to come forth, after being 
united, in the form of springs to unite with 
those that remain upon the earth’s surface 
and together form the brook that perhaps 
has its very beginning in the spring that 
comes bubbling forth away in some quiet, 
secluded, shady place. These are joined by 


W E have all, no doubt, at some time 


. still other brooks until they form the creek, 


and the union of the creeks forms the river, 
while the uniting of the rivers forms the 
great stream of water on whose bank we 
stood filled with interest and wonder. If 
these same drops of water, which by their 
union have made up the great river, had 
remained separated as drops, they soon 
would have been dried up by the sun’s 
heated rays. Just so is it with us in our 
Christian lives. If we live for self and 
stand aloof from others, our lives are nar- 
row, without much depth. We have no 
vision and God is unable to use us. But if 
we join our service, though small it may be, 
with that of those who are about us and 
labor together in sympathy, kindness, and 
brotherly love, God blesses the united effort 
and it becomes a power in the world for 
righteousness. In union there is strength. 
This is not only true in the physical but 
also in the spiritual realm. God can not 
use a divided, selfish people. When envy 
and strife, which are of the evil one, enter 
the heart, God goes out and the life is left 
powerless. The psalmist declares, “If I 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me.” 


The same is equally true of our effort to 
increase the circulation of our paper, The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, and all our other 
publications. If only a few of us, com- 
paratively speaking, are willing to unite our 
efforts to do the work, we can not hope for 
large results. But if every one will join 
in and do his or her part under the leader- 
ship of God, the work can be accomplished 
and our circulation can be doubled before 
the close of the present year. Some of our 


pastors and laymen are working hard and 
getting results, and we appreciate this and 
want to commend them for it; but far too 
many of us thus far have shown little or 
no interest and have reported nothing. 
Brethren and friends, let every one put his 
shoulder to the wheel and we will go for- 
ward together with one purpose in view— 
that of increasing the circulation and there- 
by the usefulness of all our periodicals, but 
especially that of our denominational organ, 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty. The Herald 
is worthy of our best efforts, the church 
needs our best efforts, and God is counting 
on every one of us for our best efforts, and 
we must not disappoint him. 


A Letter That Speaks Volumes 


My DEAR BROTHERS: 


The first of the week I was wondering 
where I could find just one new person to 
subscribe for The Herald of Gospel Liberty. 

Monday p. m. I received a letter from 
Brother Minton together with subscription 
blanks and a few sample copies of The 
Christian Missionary for use in getting new 
subscriptions. He was so encouraging and 
did not hesitate to offer any assistance that 
I needed. Brother Minton puts the right 
ring to his letter. Then on Tuesday morn- 
ing came Brother Chase’s letter of ap- 
preciation. After I read these letters I felt 
that I would have some new names to send 
in by the last of the week. Sure enough, 
in less than two hours I had one subscrip- 
tion to The Herald of Gospel Liberty and 
two for The Christian Missionary, and in 
the afternoon one person called my wife by 
phone and said to send them one subscrip- 
tion for The Herald of Gospel Liberty and 
one for The Christian Missionary. Yester- 
day I received the other one that I am send- 
ing in. I have not had time to visit Center 
yet, but you see I am getting some names 
at Center. 

You remember those two ribbons, one 
about four inches long and the other about 
thirty-six inches long that Brother Rowe 
had at Versailles, Ohio. I said then, I 
wonder if I can help a little. Yes, I will 
help to change that ribbon. Now I do not 
know how much more can be done, but let’s 
keep everlastingly at it and if the people 
that were at Versailles only do what was 
asked of them, we will not be ashamed of 
ourselves at the next Convention. Let’s quit 
saying “The Newlight Church and Cook 
Literature.” It’s like saying “Smith” for 
“Hatton” and Hatton feeding some other 
family instead of his own. 


But I am glad The Christian Publishing 
Association has fine and wide-awake men 
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and women at its head. I know that it will 
win because of the Christian spirit mani- 
fested. May it ever be led with the Al- 
mighty King at the helm. 

God bless you all in your work is my 
prayer. 


Kokomo, Indiana. 


Rev. C. E. Reep, Hartford Mills, New York, 
made good his promise to send us’ five 
new subscriptions, for we have received 
them. We thank you, Brother Reep, and 
know you have rendered your people a valu- 
able service by placing The Herald in 
these new homes. 


Brother John B. Runyon, Eaton, Ohio, a 
layman who looks after subscriptions to 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty the year 
round, sends us a list of six subscriptions, 
four new and two renewals. Come again 
Brother Runyon. We know you will. 


Rev. B. A. Hartley, North Manchester, 
Indiana, comes to us with five subscriptions, 
three new and two renewals. We also 
thank you Brother Hartley, and hope you 
will interrupt us often in this way. 


Ep. T. HATTON. 


We thank all our workers sending us sub- 
scriptions since our report of last week. 
Who will venture even to suggest the 
amount of good accomplished by those who 
have sent us subscriptions since our cam- 
paign has been on? Will not every reader 
of this column try to secure and send us one 
or more subscriptions? 

A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 


Deaths 


Catharine A. Sayers, daughter of John and Desire 
Tracey Grenard, was on the Grenard homestead, 
two and a half miles north of Waynetown, Ind., Feb- 
ruary 25, 1886. Here she grew to womanhood, being 
of a large family of pioneer children. Her oppor- 
tunities for an education were limited, attending 
school in a log schoolhouse, then taught by subscrip- 
tion. December 23, 1855, she was united in mar- 
riage to Elston Sayers, an dto this union five children 
were born. Mrs. Sayers was a member of the Pleas- 
ant Hill Christian Church of Wingate, Ind, joining 
that body under the pastorate of Rev. Joel Thomas, 
in 1858. Her husband joined the same body two 
years later and served as deacon and treasurer for 
twenty-five years. In 1904, when the present church 
building was erected, Mr. and Mrs. Sayers were 
largest contributors to the building fund. Mr. Sayers 
passed to his reward in August, 1906, and soon after 
Aunt Kate moved to Waynetown, Ind., where she 
continued to reside until she passed to her reward 
on March 8, at the age of eighty-eight years and 
twelve days. The funeral services were conducted by 
Rev. W. W. Roberts, of Crawfordsville, Indiana (Dr. 
Samuels being sick), at the Baptist Church in Wayne- 
town, on Tuesday, March 11, there being present a 
large attendance of relatives and friends. 


Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


O. R. Mason, 612 W. Main St., Crawfordsville, Ind. 
J. A. Tracy, R. R. 4, Box’ 108, Clay City, Mlinois. 
Alva A. Rowe, 712 Gilbert St., Danville, M 

A. J. Holloway, R. R. 3, Box 16 B., Durham, N. C. 
E. C. Hall, 1114 W. Eighth St., Erie, Pa. 

L. L. Sp , Peru, Iowa, 

©. H. Rowland, 638 Keogh St., Greensboro, N. C. 
Frieda Kirkendall, 18 Bartlett St., Haverhill, Mass. 























NEW YORK CENTRAL CONFERENCE 


The Executive Committee of the New York Central 
Christian Conference has appointed Rev. J. A. Foss, 
of Rush, New York, as conference secretary to fill the 
vacancy by the death of Brother Frank L. Martin, 
who had served for twenty-four years. 

JAMES S. Frost, President. 

St. Petersburg, Florida. 
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Eight Reasons Why You 
Should Have jen 


Papini's 


Life of Christ 


TRANSLATED BY DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER 


BECAUSE 
It is “the best, most complete, the most lovingly mi- 
nute, the most vigorous and colorful account of the 
Nazarene’s career, outside of four Gospels.”—The 
| Chicago Post. 


BECAUSE 
| It makes Christ “live again, with the vividness which 
| only an artist can command.”—Joseph Fort Newton. 


BECAUSE 
It is “the outburst of a prophetic soul who has felt the 
transforming power of Christ, and believes that what 
Christ has done for him He can do for every man,’”’— | 
The Boston Transcript. | 


| BECAUSE 
“It is our only modern Christ.”—The Dial. 


BECAUSE 
“It is such books as this that open the prison door and 
let Jesus out into His world.”—Dr. Frank Crane. 


| BECAUSE 
Its author is the foremost man of letters in Italy. 


BECAUSE 
The book has already been translated into a dozen 
languages and is destined to become a world book. 
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5 | It is the best selling and most discusssd non-fiction | 
5 Book in America and England. 

e. BECAUSE 

= The work “will live as a great piece of literature.’’— 

S The Boston Transcript. 
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The Beautiful New Norfolk Christian Temple 


See pages sixteen to twenty 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


The church at Oronoque, Kansas, which is 
one of the four pictured in this issue, re- 
cently received five young women into its 
fellowship and expects others soon to fol- 
low. 

Brother James S. Frost, after having 
taken his usual winter vacation in Florida, 
is. returning again to his dear old New York 
State, where he will be at home at 352 Gib- 
son Street, Canandaigua. 

We are very sorry to learn that Brother 
A. O. Jacobs, of Olney, Illinois, well known 
to all Herald readers by the very newsy 
field notes which he frequently sends us from 
Illinois, is confined to his home with sick- 
ness. We are earnestly hoping that it is 
not serious and that he soon may be en- 
tirely restored to health. 

Forward Movement Superintendent Den- 
ison is spending ten days in the Rays Hill 
and Southern Pennsylvania Conference in 
a series of stewardship institutes. There is 
no conference in the denomination that has 
availed itself of more such institute work 
than has the Rays Hill, under the very ag- 
gressive leadership of its field secretary, 
Rev. A. W. Sparks. 

Mrs. Warren H. Denison, president of the 
Woman’s Mission Board, is to spend three 
weeks in a series of missionary rallies in 
the Southern Christian Convention, begin- 
ning April 8. Mrs. Denison has been con- 
fined to her home, and even to her bed, no 
little of the winter with neuritis; and we 
are all very happy that she is able to be 
out and at work again. 

The church at Madrid, Iowa, has ex- 
pressed such deep regret over the recent 
resignation of its pastor, Rev. Jesse M. 
Kauffman, and has brought such pressure to 
bear upon him that he has finally consented 
to remain in the work which he has been 
doing with such efficiency and popularity 
there. This is a fine testimony to the esteem 
with which he is held in that community. 

The Herald is hoping that its readers may 
be very much pleased with this special 
issue—which we believe to be unique in its 
history. Just as a hint of what such work 
means, we might mention the fact that we 
sent six telegrams and three special de- 
livery letters beside several others, covering 
a period of several weeks, to secure the 
photos and material used—and even then 
are short some which we had expected. 


“Mother’s Great Love” is a Mothers’ Day 
and home song, the words and music of 
which are written by Mr. E. S. Hook, St. 
Bernard, Ohio, a nephew of our Rev. A. W. 
Hook. And “The Praying Engineer” is 
another of the new pieces by this young 
author. Our readers interested in special 
music and looking forward to Mothers’ Day 
services may secure either of these from 
the author at thirty-five and twenty cents 
each respectively. 

Brother Charles D. Johnston, the super- 
intendent of the Elon Christian Orphanage, 
writes us that they have one hundred and 





five children in the care of this institution. 
Of course this takes a great deal of money 
as well as a tremendous lot of loving; but 
we are positive that Brother Johnston and 
his helpers will supply the loving if our 
people will supply the money and other 
physical necessities to care for this great 
family of deserving children. 

Our brotherhood ought to have a sense of 
pride in the fact that the final report of the 
Interchurch World Movement says that 
while the underwritings of the Christian 
Church had not been “borrowed against,” 
yet this denomination “has the distinction of 
paying up the whole sum nevertheless.” Our 
officials did not hesitate quickly to discharge 
our full obligation to that great movement 
from which our Forward Movement had re- 
ceived so much co-operation and help. 

The Publishing House was favored last 
week with a visit from Mr. Charles Strick- 
land, brother of Rev. F. G. Strickland. Mr. 
Strickland is one of our strong laymen who 
has been an active member of the Hunting- 
ton, Indiana, Church for many years and 
whose broad interest in all the affairs of 
our church is most refreshing. The same 
day Rev. Ora L. Pride, a former minister 
of our church, now in the evangelistic field 
with the Presbyterians, gave the Publishing 
House a visit and renewed old friendships. 

Franklin, Ohio, has just had a wonderful 
meeting. Though it lasted only one week, 
there were sixty-eight decisions, and fifty- 
six were received into the church on the 
closing Sunday. The pastor, Rev. Eugene 
E. Rainey, who is doing such excellent serv- 
ice at this point, was assisted in this meet- 
ing by Brother Alferd Shumate, our very 
efficient song leader and evangelistic helper 
trom Lima, Ohio. Brother Rainey is very 
enthusiastic in his praise of the splendid 
all-round service which Brother Shumate 
rendered. 

Rev. J. E. Etter, so well known through- 
out our denomination for the excellent type 
of church work which he does, is moving 
next week to Greenville, Ohio, to become the 
pastor of that very important church. 
Brother Etter has rendered a splendid serv- 
ice at Huntington, Indiana, for a number 
of years, one of the finest parsonage build- 
ings in our entire denomination having been 
erected there under his oversight and the 
work strengthened in many other ways. He 
is also president of the Eel River Confer- 
ence, where his counsel and guidance will 
be greatly missed. But we are happy to 
welcome him back into the Miami Ohio Con- 
ference again, where for so many years he 
was one of the favorite pastors. 

Rev. W. P. Fletcher, D. D., who has just 
returned from a visit in the Southland, re- 
ports that a number of churches in that sec- 
tion of our brotherhood are planning to 
conduct Church Schools of Missions during 
the next few weeks. These added to the 
splendid number just recently held in the 
North using the foreign mission books and 
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those soon to be held with the home mission 
books are sure to add much interest and in- 
spiration for our whole mission cause. We 
have heard of a number of pastors who 
have used members of their church and Sun- 
day-school in giving special ten-minute mis- 
sionary talks Sunday after Sunday prepar- 
ing for the foreign offering, and we trust 
that the same plan will be followed by many 
churches for the home mission offering also. 

The Defiance College Bulletin announces 
the summer sessions for this school to be 
from April 28 to August 29. Very excellent 
work is being offered in these summer ses- 
sions, and the bulletin should be placed in 
the hands of all teachers and others desir- 
ing summer school work. They may be se- 
cured by addressing President A. G. Caris, 
Defiance, Ohio. And the larger bulletin and 
catalog for the college will gladly be sent 


to all inquirers who desire information with 


reference to the regular college course also. 
The Herald earnestly urges our own pastors 
to use their influence to turn the teachers 
and students from their own churches to- 
wards our own colleges. It would seem that 
every pastor ought to have at least that 
much interest in our denomination and the 
enlargement of its work. 


The Southern Christian Annual for 1924 
has recently been received. It contains the 
reports and statistics of each of the south- 
ern conferences as well as of the Southern 
Christian Convention itself, and is an in- 
dispensable handbook for anyone desiring to 
keep in touch with that important area of 
our denominational work. There are cer- 
tain omissions which we wish might be cor- 
rected in later issues. In undertaking to 
look up information with reference to Elon 
and Bethlehem colleges, we were much sur- 
prised to find that they are not included in 
this year book, and neither is the Christian 
Orphanage at Elon. The work of these in- 
stitutiors is of too great importance not to 
be made a part of such permanent records. 
The book contains one hundred and sixty 
closely packed pages and may be secured 
of The Central Publishing Company, Inc., 
Richmond, Virginia—the publishers of The 
Christian Sun. 


Dr. W. G. Sargent, in writing of the fine 
work which Miss Flora M. Neagles has done 
at Lynn, Massachusetts, one of the churches 
which we feature this week, speaks especial- 
ly of the very fine spirit of quiet reverence 
and devotion which she undertakes to put 
into her church services. The Herald can- 
not too highly commend such an effort. The 
manner in which whispering and noise and 
confusion prevail in very, very many chureh- 
es during the organ voluntary and even dur- 
ing the songs and offertory, are almost be- 
yond belief. It is practically impossible to 
create any real spirit of worship in such an 
atmosphere, and no preacher can do his best 
service under such embarrassment. Perhaps 
no one thing would add so much to the beau- 
ty and power of the average church service 
as to instill into it the quiet and reverent 
spirit which makes one feel God. How is it 
in your church? 
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The Wife of the President Encourages Militarism 


crusade is getting under way in this nation against 

war and in behalf of permanent and universal 
peace. Every one who reads the religious periodicals and 
is informed of what is really taking place among the 
churches, knows that Christian thought is stirring along 
this line as never before in the history of the world. The 
many incidents of pacifism, of which we speak on page 
five of this issue, are only extreme manifestations of a 
much wider and more stable current that has set in 
against the war idea. It is a tide that is irrepressible. 
It is as inevitable as truth and justice, and as invincible 
as righteousness always is when it comes in clear and open 
combat with sin. The outcome of this movement against 
war is as sure as God is sure; for it must be God’s hope 
and God’s dream. But how long that final victory shall 
be in coming, how long drawn out must be this crusade, 
and how terrible the awful consequences of wars that 
yet may take place before its consummation, will depend 


MJ ens rapidly than some seem to think a mighty 


_ entirely upon the attitude of Christian people toward this 


whole question, and especially upon the vision and skill of 
prominent Christian leadership. Already there are com- 
ing into view lines of demarcation that will soon separate 
the individuals of this nation into two great groups, the 
one fighting war as the temperance people fought the sa- 
loon traffic, and the other clinging fast to the war idea and 
the war paraphernalia as determinedly as the liquor forces 
and their friends clung to the idea that alcohol was an 
inherent and ineradicable factor in civilization. Between 
these two, there will be no neutral ground. Whether they 
will or no, men and women will give their influence to 
the one or the other. Under such an alternative, there 
should be no question whatever as to which side should 
receive the impact of every Christian’s life. 


Of such a growing situation, surely the leading officials 
of this nation cannot be unaware. Hence, while The 
Herald is reluctant to criticize the “first lady of the land,” 
yet we feel that it is the duty of every clear-thinking peri- 
odical and individual that hate war to express their stern 
displeasure over a plan in which Mrs. Calvin Coolidge has 
consented to participate, announced from Washington 
on April 1. She proposes to give three “national tro- 
phies” from the White House on Flag Day, June 14, to the 
girls and young women who write the best short essays 
on why their young men friends should attend the citi- 
zens’ military training camps which are conducted each 
summer by the War Department. This contest is spon- 
sored by the Women’s Overseas Service League, has been 
approved by the Secretary of War, and Mrs. Coolidge is 
lending herself to the scheme. How seductive it is be- 
comes apparent when one reads that these essayists are 





to be not younger than thirteen nor older than nineteen, 
thus injecting into the young and receptive period of 
youth the subtle propaganda which would persuade our 
young people to become advocates of the war system and 
of a larger measure of military preparedness. Never be- 
fore in the history of our nation, so far as we know, has 
any prominent official of the Government or any one close- 
ly associated with a President undertaken in times of 
peace to put war ideas and aspirations into the minds of 
our school children. And this effort becomes all the more 
repugnant to thinking people because it is done by women, 
and for girls, to plant in the minds and hearts of the 
girlhood of this land the war germ and the military ideals, 
and even to connect it all in the lives of these young girls 
with their warm personal attachment for some one of the 
opposite sex. It is certainly most discouraging in this 
great Christian land to have an organization of women 
become the authors and perpetrators of such a wily 
scheme to induct the seed of war into the minds of youth. 
And it becomes altogether distressing when the wife of 
our Chief Executive plays the leading figure of the 
scheme, and uses the White House and our national Flag 
Day to further this effort of the militarists. 


E expect something better from womanhood. If ever 

the world is rid from the curse of war, it will un- 
doubtedly be as a result in large measure of the prayers 
and the efforts of wives and mothers, who invariably are 
the ones who suffer most terribly from this horrible prac- 
tice. And to see a band of women planning to increase 
the war spirit grates upon Christian proprieties as it does 
to see a band of women working in behalf of the saloon 
traffic. The time is not far distant when among thought- 
ful Christian people the two cases will seem quite par- 
allel. This nation had a right to expect something better 
of the wife of the President. She dare not be unmindful 
of the powerful influence which she wields because of the 
high position with which this nation has honored her, nor 
can she be blind to the far-reaching effect for the war 
ideal of the plan in which she will participate. However 
much she might deny or deplore it, this step throws the 
power of her tremendous example and influence to the 
side of militarism and in behalf of the war system. The 
very least that the Christian people of America could have 
expected of her was for her to have remained neutral in 
the great campaign which is being launched by the 
churches against war. Instead, she is by this step ally- 
ing herself with the forces that would perpetuate and 
augment the machinery of war. In spite of any disavowal 
which she can make, this deed places her so, and will em- 
barrass any aggressive leadership which she might care 
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to exert in behalf of the ways of peace. We are thinking of another 
woman in the White House and how, in a similar, mighty crusade 
which the Church was then inaugurating, she so used her in- 
fluence that she endeared herself to the choicest womanhood and 
manhood of America and enshrined her very memory in the finest 
traditions of this nation. We refer of course to Mrs. Hayes, and 


the unalterable attitude she took against wine and other alcoholic 
exalted position to the side of prohibition in the great fight which 
was then getting under way against the saloon traffic. Think what 
erhood and universal peace if the wife of our present President had 
offered “national trophies” to the school girls of this land for the 
behalf of the Christian ideal of peace, rather than that which she 
is now doing! We feel keenly that the censure of Christian Amer- 
Chief Executive for having loaned herself to this project, which 
aligns her and her influence on the side of the whole war system 
itary preparedness. Doubtless she has done this thoughtlessly, un- 
conscious of the great issue at stake. But that is the very point! 
outstanding and influential one, should dare to be either thoughtless 
or indifferent of how he casts his influence in any matter touch- 
crusade for permanent peace. 
Four New Churches 

W most unusual measure of encouragement for the members 

of the Christian denomination. Never before has it been 
in a single issue—for while the building at Lynn is not new, it 
has been so remodeled and the church organization there has taken 
splendid new additions to our denominational work. Not only is 
the number unprecedented, but one of these buildings stands out 
church has ever yet possessed. Surely such buildings offer sufficient 
reason for us as a people to take new heart and new hope, and to 
Kingdom for which we have been made responsible. Neither are 
these churches isolated instances. There has been a period of 
our denomination had not experienced before in all of its history. 
Such church buildings as Dover, Delaware; Richmond, Virginia; 
Ohio; Warren, Indiana; Urbana, Illinois; and such parsonages as 
Huntington and Warren, Indiana; Urbana and Danville, Illinois; 
added many others. The membership of the Christian Church are 
beginning to understand the primary importance of building equip- 
work without a plant adapted to Sunday-school and other activities ; 
and they are beginning to understand, also, how exceedingly im- 
on the field. 

We can take encouragement in this in more than simply the 
his co-workers have erected at Norfolk, Virginia, will give our 
denomination a new prestige. It is a building remarkable in its 
might well be proud. Says the Norfolk Ledger Dispatch in an 
editorial: “It is not too much to say that there is no city in the 
more thoroughly equipped church plant and community center. Dr. 
Smith and his people deserve and should receive the warmest con- 
complishment.” Surely they have done a remarkable work. Such 
an edifice helps to put our denomination on a new footing, and 


beverages in the White House, thus throwing the power of her 
might now have been the momentous consequences for world broth- 
best essays against the pagan system and practice of war, and in 
ica should be very plainly felt by the much honored wife of our 
and uses her to further a most insidious propaganda for great mil- 
The time is forever past when any Christian, and least of all an 
ing this grave and momentous question of war and the Christian 

E feel that this special number of The Herald contains a 
the privilege of this periodical to present four new church buildings 
on such new vitality that we may well count it in this list of 
as the most distinguished in size and beauty of any which our 
lend our energies with new zeal to furthering those interests of the 
church and parsonage building covering the last few years such as 
Burlington, North Carolina; Versailles, Pleasant Hill, and Troy, 
Covington, Ohio, are outstanding instances to which might be 
ment, and how utterly impossible it is to handle modern church 
portant is a home for the pastor in order that he may be located 
number of new buildings. Such a church as Dr. L. E. Smith and 
beauty as well as in its utility, and one of which any denomination 
United States, no matter what the size and wealth, which has a 
gratulations of the people of Norfolk for their wonderful ac- 
means more to our future than many have yet realized. 
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But such appreciation of the great church at Norfolk is in no 
way a depreciation of efforts like those at Oronoque, Binghamton, 
and Lynn. In fact, it is very possible that these three congrega- 
tions have exerted. as great faith and put forth as much sacrifice 
as have the people at Norfolk. At Lynn, there has been a long 
discouraging history to overcome; and the new vigor which has 
been injected into the work there, largely through the influence 
and efforts of Miss Neagles, deserves heartiest commendation. 
Oronoque, Brother Huff has contributed his pastoral services with- 
cut recompense for eighteen years and the congregation has faith- 
fully co-operated in the erection of this building to replace the one 
destroyed last year by fire. And at Binghamton, for years a 
struggling home mission point, there has been developed under the 
pastoral services of Brother Wright a great mission zeal and a 
spirit of sacrifice unusual among churches. 

Then there is one other thing that should receive the most 
thoughtful consideration of us all. All four of these churches are 


the product of home mission effort, or the immediate result of home 
mission aid. Norfolk, Virginia, was begun as a mission enterprise, 
similar to that which is now being launched at Riverdale, Dayton; 
and later received the impetus of the old Memorial Christian 
Temple forces, which church was itself begun as a mission, receiv- 
ing mission aid from both the Home Mission Board and the Mission 
Board of the Southern Christian Convention. The church at Bing- 
hamton was on the Home Mission Board for many years, as was 
the church at Lynn. And these two are yet, with the church at 
Oronoque, receiving assistance, in their building enterprises. All 
four are instances of how home mission giving pays. For un- 
doubtedly there will soon be flowing back into the mission channels 
gifts from all of these points which will be great dividends on these 
missionary investments. In view of such facts it seems strange 
that more of our real business men have not seen the great im- 
portance of giving great gifts for such home mission and church 
extension work. 
The Heart Hunger of the Master 

NE of the most touching thoughts for our Lenten meditation 
QO is the evident loneliness and heart hunger of the Master in 

those closing days of his earthly ministry. Though the mul- 
titudes pressed around him on every side, there was a strange 
isolation in the experience through which he was passing. Almost 
no one seemed either to understand or to care—did not care because 
they did not understand! The very crowds that greeted him with 
swinging of palm leaves and the shouting of hozannas were ready 
to order him crucified the very moment that their material hopes 
were dashed to pieces against the unselfish heights of his spiritual 
ideals. And even his disciples, in the very hour of his Gethsemane, 
were bickering among themselves unmindful of the depths of poig- 
nant disappointment that moved within his own soul. How utterly 
alone he stood, because there were so few who were capable of 
understanding what was taking place in his great heart! 

And how enviable was the privilege of Mary and Martha and 
their brother in the little home in Bethany to which Jesus re 
treated so often during that last week for the comforting and re- 
freshing of hearts which did understand and care. Tired and weary 
with the heartbreaking experiences of the day, each evening he 
ivudged all those long weary miles back to these understanding 
friends, that he might find rest and courage sufficient for the next 
djay’s need. Is there anything sweeter in all the record of his life 
than the touching ministry of his home, where love was so deep 
and sensitive to what his own heart was feeling that they could 
enter with a real fellowship into his sufferings? And how well 
might each of us covet for ourselves such an inestimable privilege 
today. Even as then, so now must his great heart be overcome at 
times with the harshness and inhumanities of this world. So few, 
even of his own disciples yet today, seem to realize or to care how 
he must be feeling about all these things. And as it was then, 
so must it be now, that in the weariness and loneliness of his spirit 
he hungers at times for the companionship of those who do feel 
and who do care. Surely none of us could aspire to richer privi- 
lege than that our own homes might be such that he should find in 
them beautiful rest and refreshing for his weary spirit. 
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The Trend of Events 


The Natural Reaction to Pacifism 


What we believe to be the quite natural reaction to that ex- 
treme pacifism which declares that it will not fight for its country 
«no matter what may be the consequences to the nation, is now taking 
place at Northwestern University and Northwestern College, prom- 
inent Methodist institutions at Naperville, Illinois. Some one hun- 
dred and fifty theological students of this university have, under 
the impulsion of the pacifist movement which is now under way in 
some of the denominations and in the Methodist denomination in 
particular, signed pledges in which they avow their “personal re- 
fusal to sanction any future war or to do any form of military serv- 
ice.” Such a stand immediately aroused the resentment of many 
throughout the country and protests have been freely voiced against 
any effort to turn these Methodist schools to the side of pacifism. 
Bishop Thomas Nicholson, head of that area of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at once denounced the action of these young 
theologs, and then asserted his own attitude towards war in these 
words: “If the flag is fired on, I will be in the forefront of those 
demanding its defense!” 

The action of the bishop is perhaps as unwise as that of the stu- 
dents. But the incident is noteworthy in that it furnishes an ex- 
ample of just what may be expected to result from extreme 
pacifism. That doctrine immediately arouses the resentment of 
those who would be strong and indispensable allies in the fight 
against war, and makes them antagonistic to the whole movement 
for peace. Thus we here have the spectacle of a great church uni- 
versity divided and fighting among themselves over what they would 
do in some future hypothetical contingency, when if this particular 
question had not been raised they might have been one in their im- 
pact and hostility to the war system. We have no doubt that Bishop 

_ Nicholson would vie with any student there in hatred of war and in 

LA skillful planning for peace. 

- It is lamentable that some of the great religious periodicals and 
church leaders are not strategists enough to see the harm which 
such a situation will work to the cause which they hold so dear to 
their hearts. For even if pacifists could give any assurance that 
their scheme would not work disaster to our nation, even if they 
could prove that it would be safe and sane to hamstring the United 
States while the other nations are still living on a war basis and 
working under the war system, it is nothing less than foolish to 
bring up such an issue at this stage of the game. It is a psycho- 
logical blunder of the first water, and will do nothing more than 
divide the forces that otherwise would be a unit in fighting war and 
in teaching that spirit and attitude of peace which alone will 
make war impossible. To waste time, and divide forces, and stir up 
hostility to a precious cause, by a hot wrangle over what one thinks 
he would do in a war that we all hope may never come is prepos- 
terously weak and impolitic, to say the least; and all the more so 
because pacifism never has stood the test of real war—for rational 
men, when faced with the alternative, have always found it to be 
saner to fight than to have themselves and their loved ones sub- 
jugated. Every clear-seeing pacifist in America during this last 
war was, as we all know, praying that our armies might win and 
that the world might be saved from the despotism of German mil- 
itarism. Pacifists never yet have stood the test; for in every war 
they have relied upon some one else to fight through to the victory 
which they wanted should come true. And to divide the Christian 
forces of this land now over such an uncertain and unlikely hypo- 
thesis as a pacifist’s pledge, and thus lose the concerted impact of 
the Church against war, will be a blunder so egregious that it ought 
to be unthinkabie. There are many far more effective ways than 
pacifism to fight war—ways that could gain the almost universal 

% assent and unity of reasonable people. 





This Is the Time for Clear Thinking 


There is no question before the American people, yea before the 
people of the world, that is going to require more careful and bal- 
anced thinking in order to steer a safe and helpful course than that 
of one’s personal attitude towards war. On the one hand one may 
easily become an apologist for the whole cursed war system, and 





may directly or indirectly abet and encourage the spirit of militar- 
ism which is trying to make a larger place in our national life for 
military training and military preparation than that of the past. 
Such will be the influence of Mrs. Coolidge’s participation in a 
school contest which we criticize in our first editorial this week. 
Unless one be very careful, it will be exceedingly easy for any Chris- 
tian to play the part of the slothful and accept things just as they 
are, and so to identify war with Christianity that he will fail to 
discern in it the purely pagan and senseless thing which it is. The 
god of war could desire nothing better from any Christian than 
such an attitude of unseeing friendliness or indifference. All that 
Christian citizens need to do is to keep their hands off of the propo- 
sition and make no protest; and the militarists, especially those who 
make great gain out of military training or the sale of naval and 
military equipment, will see to it that our nation continually in- 
creases rather than diminishes its influence in behalf of the war 
idea. 

Set over against this course is that of the extreme pacifists, who 
look upon war as such an inexcusable and horrible sin that they 
become blind to the actual and very pregnant fact that it is a social 
and world situation. Ignoring the fact that they are social be- 
ings inextricably tied up with the present social system—the 
crucial and decisive factor in this whole issue of pacifism—they un- 
dertake to relate themselves to the war question on the ground of 
their own personal conscience as individuals rather than on the basis 
of a clear discernment of their social implicates and responsibili- 
ties. Their pronounced avowal that they will utterly refuse to have 
anything to do with war, regardless of how it is brought about or 
what might be the unthinkably disastrous consequences if our na- 
tion should refuse to fight or should be defeated and the cause for 
which it stands crushed, becomes an irritant in our body politic that 
stirs up and augments the war spirit rather than allays it. Such an 
extreme and unreasonable attitude arouses a spirit of resentment in 
the multitudes that steels their minds and their hearts against all 
argument and persuasiveness in behalf of permanent world peace. 
Such a reaction is*an almost inevitable psychological phenomenon 
that ought to warn Christian leaders of the ineffectiveness of this 
extreme attitude. 

Between these two extreme courses, the great body of the Church 
must find its way if the Christian people of this land and of the 
world are to make a success of this great and growing crusade 
against Mars. If war is ever effaced from the plans of nations, and 
if governments shall ever learn to put their ultimate dependence 
upon the Scales of Justice rather than upon the Dogs of War, it will 
be only by the concerted movement and the irrepressible impact of 
this great group of the Chureh in all nations who will require of 
their governments the erecfion of the machinery of peace, the while 
they do not leave their nations defenseless and helpless until that 
better day comes. A clear recognition of this undoubted fact will 
greatly augment the increasing movement toward effective peace. 


The Presbyterians’ Experience with Creeds 


The Church would have been saved a great deal of needless con- 
fusion and most of its denominational division if only men had al- 
ways thought straight and honest with reference to the futility of 
creedal statements. Creeds, which have always been instruments of 
division, have been fought for and maintained on the assumption 
that they safeguard faith. They are supposed to be ironclad con- 
tainers in which are deposited certain great dogmas for safekeep- 
ing. Men fight for them on the presumption that they are immu- 
table and inerrant. But that they have not proven so has been 
amply demonstrated in the history of the Church. Instead of being 
reliable and steadfast, the Church of practically every generation 
has found it necessary either to rewrite them or else to “reinter- 
pret” them, which means the same thing. To bring out a new 
“explanation” or interpretation of a creed, or to adopt some addi- 
tional interpretative confession of faith, as has been done again and 
again, is in every practical effect to change and annul the original 
doctrine. And it is only self-delusion which permits any church to 
believe that it is holding fast to the “landmarks of the fathers” 
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when it has been continually guilty of reading into those earlier 
statements of faith a new and different meaning. 

Take the Presbyterian Church for instance. Perhaps no denomi- 
nation has tried more faithfully to adhere to a stated Confession of 
Faith than has the Presbyterian. And it is in a bitter controversy 
over this matter now. And yet the conservative Philadelphia Pres- 
bytery itself confesses to the instability of the major Presbyterian 
statement of faith by making an overture to the General Assembly 
to require the members of the General Council, the church boards, 
and all seminary directorates and faculties to reaffirm “faith in the 
standards of the church together with the historical interpretations 
contained in doctrinal deliverances of the General Assembly.” The 
italics are ours. That one may really understand the ridiculous 
extent to which such reinterpretations of the old “standards” of the 
church have taken place, he needs to know how multiple have been 
such declarations. Speaking of this matter, The Continent, the 
leading periodical of the Presbyterians, declares: 

If there is no good Presbyterian right to require that officials 
having sworn allegiance to the Presbyterian standards in the con- 
stitution’s own terms shall additionally affirm one particular As- 
sembly’s interpretation thereof, then certainly it is still further be- 
yond lawful right to ask them to affirm the interpretations of all 
Assemblies. The number of Assemblies that have passed on church 
questions under the present constitution of Presbyterianism now 
reaches 135. Indeed, counting in the dual Assemblies during the 
period of disunion, the number is nearly 170. It would be more 
than a chore to prepare a conspectus of what all these Assemblies 
have said on doctrine, and the unlucky board member would have to 
sit up several nights before he could find out what he was expected 
to agree with. 

It is dead certain, however, that no man in his right senses would 
«firm all these interpretations at once. They are too miscellaneous- 
ly contradictory. And finally the proposal is utterly obnoxious be- 
cause it violates the understanding on which the Old School and 
New School Assemblies reunited in 1870. It was then solemnly 
agreed to forget all that had been said in General Assembly about 
doctrine and rest on the Confession of Faith alone, just as it stands 
—content with what any reader of it takes to be its sense as he 
reads. Interpretations were thus formally set aside, in so far as 
regards any use of them for tests of regularity. In spiritual effect 
the reunion of 1870 was a compact that it should always be so. 
Only a General Assembly made up of infants would reawaken an 
unhappy history by going back on that compact. And it is child- 
ish for anybody in Philadelphia to expect such a thing. 


Again the italics are ours. And we are wondering what earthly 
use there can be in any Confession of Faith when any reader of it 
may “take to be its sense as he reads.” This is nothing in the 
world but the right of individual interpretation. Then what be- 
comes of the restraining effect of the Confession of Faith? How 
does it any longer safeguard and guarantee the truth which was 
deposited with it for safekeeping? And what is the sense of having 
any written and man-made Confession of Faith at all under such 
circumstances? If each member of the church is to be given the 
right of individual interpretation, why in all reason not permit him 
te exercise that right with reference to the Bible itself undiverted 
and unconfused by any hoary old Confession of Faith that has had 
to be reinterpreted again and again and the interpretation of which 
has been fully proven to be such an interminable and confusing un- 
dertaking that it is finally agreed to allow each individual to be his 
own interpreter? 

Creeds simply will not work. They never have accomplished what 
they were supposed to do, and they are not, now. They have never 
been anything but sources of contention and confusion. In the last 
analysis the individual always has and always will determine his 
own faith between himself and his God. Surely it is high time that 
even churchmen become rational enough and honest enough to rec- 
ognize this indisputable fact, and wipe out all this creed and con- 
fession business and give to every Christian the unrestrained liberty 
to interpret the Bible as his own mental outlook and spiritual in- 
sight enforce him to do. He will do that anyway! And because 
he will and must, written statements of faith have ever been a 
snare and a delusion. It is silly to keep on pretending that they 
are doing something they never yet have done, and by the very 
nature of the case never can do. 
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In our appraisal of the British Labor Party in these columns 
some weeks ago, we pointed out the important fact that in 
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Great Britain the Labor movement had its genesis in the Noncon- 
formist churches and that it has stayed much closer to the 
churches than the labor movement has done in this country. This 
has been one of the main secrets of the great breadth and influence 
among all classes which alone have brought it into political power. 
Indicating what a great part Nonconformist churchmen play in its 
counsels, is the following from The New York Christian Advocate a) € 


The British Labor government has been described as “the cot- 
tage conquering the castle,” though of course Premier Lloyd George 
was from a Welsh cottage, just as truly as Premier Macdonald was 
from a Scotch cottage. But there are many poirts of social dif- 
ference in the personnel of the new cabinet. For one thing the 
Free Churches, the churches of the people, have such a representa- 
tion as they never had before. Macdonald himself is classed as a 
Scotch Presbyterian, although he is said to have drifted into the 
position of those who think that they can keep nearer Christ by | 
staying outside of the Church. Only the night before he kissed | 
the King’s hand he said to a Methodist friend, “The only solution 
is Christianity.” J. R. Clynes, floor-leader in the House of Com- 
mons, is a Congregationalist. J. H. Thomas, Colonigi Secretary, and 
Noel Buxton, Minister of Agriculture, are avowed Baptists. Arthur 
Henderson, Home Secretary, is a Wesleyan, and Vernon Hartshorn, 
Postmaster-General, is a Primitive Methodist; both are _ local 
preachers. There are five Methodists in important under-secretary- 
ships, among them, Ben Spoor of Bishop Auckland, the chief “Party 
Whip,” who is a Primitive Methodist preacher. Margaret Bond- 
field belongs to Dr. W. E. Orchard’s church, King’s Weigh House 
Chapel in London. 
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The Fifteenth Annual Convention of the Yale Divinity School 
will be held this year April 28-30. The program is one of rather 
unusual interest. The Lyman Beecher Lecturers on Preaching will 
be given by Reverend Professor Harry Emerson Fosdick, D. D., 
of Union Theological Seminary. Mr. Fosdick has chosen as his 
theme “The Modern Use of the Bible,” which will be discussed in 


ee 








| 

eight lectures. The Nathaniel W. Taylor Lectures on Theology | ; 
will be given by Professor Rufus M. Jones, Litt. D., of Haverford ‘| ; 
College. The general theme, “Fundamental Ends of Life,” will be ; ‘A ( 
discussed in four lectures. In addition to these courses Principal : 
L. P. Jacks, D. D., of Manchester College, Oxford, Editor of the t 
Hibbert Journal, will give four Dodge Lectures on “The Responsi- b 
bility of Citizenship;” President W. D. Weatherford, of the South- t 
ern College of the Y. M. C. A., will deliver two addresses, on “Race h 
Adjustment in America” and “How Shall I Present the Christian N 
Message to Modern Men?” The Alumni Lecture, by Professor Lu- . 
cius C. Porter, of Pekin University, will deal with “Spiritual Ex- k 
changes in China.” ; h 
The Yale Divinity School is interdenominational rather than un- b 
denominational, training men to serve loyally and effectively various = 
ecclesiastical bodies, and ministers of all denominations are cor- ys 
dially invited to attend. The Christian Church has for several th 
years had a number of young preachers in training there. ‘ 
oO 0 

According to a recent report of the National Board of Fire th 
Underwriters, destruction by fire in the United States in the year he 
1922 reached the appalling sum of $506,541,001. This is the largest “ 
loss by fire of any country in the world, and exceeds all former - 
records in the United States. In the ascribed origin of the fires it 
causing such great destruction of property, matches and smoking sel 
lead the list by a long distance, $25,776,951 being set down as the 
loss occasioned by fires which had their origin in this way. The sah 
next source of loss was defective chimneys and flues, responsible 2 
for $18,550,448. Another interesting item is the fact that the loss ae 
from fireworks and fire crackers in 1922 exceeded that from the | we 
same source in 1921 by thirty-five percent. hw 


= the 
We are happy to see that the National Federation of Music dey 
Clubs is arranging for a contest in Sabbath Schools and youbs Gy CG 
people’s societies throughout this country which calls for a study ( 
of many of the old hymns. The object is to create greater interest shi 
in these fine old classics of the Church. Full information with Lt affo 
regard to the contest and the prizes offered may be obtained-of | love 
Mrs. Grace Widney Mabee. We hope that many of our Sabbath 
Schools will participate in this movement looking towards a deeper 
appreciation of fine hymns. 





ple 



























































1X" 


us 
or- 


‘ire 
ear 
rest 
ner 
res 
‘ing 
the 
The 
ible 
loss 
the | 








usic 
ung GE y 
udy 
rest 
with | 
d-of | 
bath 
eper 


Text—And there was given me a reed 


@ like unto a rod; and one said, Rise, and 


measure the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worship therein.—Rev. 11: 1. 


N the interest of business efficiency, com- 
] mercial concerns take their annual in- 
ventory to ascertain just what their as- 
sets are and to determine what progress has 
been made. 

It is highly appropriate and greatly bene- 
ficial for churches to take an inventory from 
time to time relative to their material and 
spiritual assets to ascertain the progress 
they have made, and to vindicate their right 
to existence. God is taking such an inven- 
tory of each church. “One said, Rise, and 
measure the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worship therein.” 

God is supremely concerned about what 
kind of a building his people use in which to 
worship him. He has reason to be con- 
cerned, because the building in which people 
worship is called “His House.” To call a 
building the House of God, and then to per- 
mit it to be unworthy of him, when a con- 
gregation is able to make it worthy is a 
gross injustice to him. The building in 
which a congregation is satisfied to worship 


a God reflects their devotion to their lack of 


devotion to God. It is a sad reflection on 
the faith of a congregation to be content 
with anything less for God’s House than 
they would be satisfied with for their own 
homes. Nothing is too good for God. 
Nothing is too good for God’s House. The 
old saying, “You can worship God in any 
kind of a building,” is one of the pernicious 
half-truths. Such a contention is usually 
but a camouflage of selfishness, by people 
who want the best in their own homes, but 
who think that anything is good enough for 
the church. 

God expects that the building in which a 
congregation worships him shall be the best 
they can afford, and that his people will 
have at least as much pride in their church 
and its furnishings as they have in their 
home. “Measure the temple of God.” Does 
it give testimony of a worthy love? Is it 
worthy of the blessings God has bestowed 
upon the families of the congregation? Is 
it worthy of the faith they profess? 

The church bilding itself has a spiritual 
significance. To every passerby and to all 
the residents of a community or city the 
building in which a congregation is satis- 
fied to worship bears constant testimony of 
the congregation’s love for God, and of their 
devotion to his kingdom. 

God is not only concerned about the kind 
of building in which a congregation wor- 
ships him, that it shall be the best they can 
afford, and that it shall be worthy of their 
love and their faith, but he is also concerned 
about the altar within. “Measure the tem- 
ple of God, and the altar.” 

The altar of the church is not merely a 


God’s Inventory of the Church 
A Brief of a Sermon Delivered at the Opening of the egy Christian aia 


BY REV. ROY C. HELFENSTEIN, 
railing and cushion step in the front of the 
church. It is more than a place where peo- 
ple may kneel for prayer or cummunion. 
The altar is the prayer life and the prayer 
emphasis of a church. God is concerned 
about measuring the altar. What impor- 
tance does the congregation attach to pray- 
er? Is the church the trysting place for the 
soul to meet in close contact with God, or is 
the church merely a common meeting place 
for the members to renew their acquaintance 
with each other? 

The altar of a church is even more than 
the prayer life, the prayer emphasis of a 
congregation. It is the spirit of the church, 
the esprit de corps, that indefinable some- 
thing that causes visitors at worship to re- 
alize that they are truly in the House of 
God. The altar also stands for the sacre- 
ficial service the church is seeking to ren- 
der. The altar of a church—its practice of 
prayer, its devotion in worship, and its zeal 
in service to humanity, its seeking to bring 
God into every relationship of life—is of 
supreme importance. In fact, it is this that 
makes achurch. Without a passion for God 
and for souls and without a social ardor, a 


ULNA ACA 
Build Me a Church! 


BUILD me a church,’’ the Master said, 
“A church that I’ll be proud to head, 

Build it with people of every creed. 

Build it to serve the world’s true need. 

And when the cornerstone is laid 

Call it the Church of the Unafraid.”’ 


Shall we build the church as the Master 
said ? 
Shall we keep his spirit at the head ? 
Afraid of none, as free as air, 
Attuned to joy, breathing our prayer? 
The friend of each soul God has made? 
Shall it be America’s Church of the 
Unafraid ?’’ 
—Henry R. Rose. 
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congregation cannot meet God’s_ require- 
ment. Any church that has such is bound 
to make its impact upon the community or 
the city of which it is a part. 

But it is not enough to measure the house 
of worship, and the altar or the spirit and 
service of a congregation. God asks for an 
inventory of the worshipers themselves. 
“Measure the temple of God, the altar and 
them that worship therein.” 

What kind of lives do the people live who 
call Christ, Savior and Lord? How much 
enthusiasm do they have for God? How 
much enthusiasm do they have for right- 
eousness or right living? Are they merely 
serving themselves, or are they planning 
for service to future generations? The 
character of the individual members of a 


church is of the greatest concern to God. 
And the character of the members of a con- 
gregation, their daily conduct in life, their 
sincerity of purpose, have more to do with 
the progress of the Kingdom of God than 
has the building in which they worship and 
the altar within. What kind of lives do the 
people live? How much love for each other, 
and for humanity do they have? How much 
loyalty have they to the church, the denom- 
ination, and the Kingdom of God? How de- 
pendable are they in every call to duty? 
What is their endurance in facing opposi- 
tion? How much of a forgiving spirit do 
they practice? How far are they willing 
to go to right a wrong? How anxious are 
they to co-operate with each other and with 
the other churches of Christ in every good 
enterprise ? 

When God takes this inventory of our 
lives, what does he find? A church does 
not receive its power from without except 
as it generates power from within. A uni- 
ted congregation is God’s point of contact to 
make known its power. Religion is more 
than a place of worship. It is more than 
prayer and worship and service to others. 
It is the presence of God in the lives of men 
and women—and this alone gives meaning 
to prayer and worship, and makes true ser- 
vice possible. 

Foolishly some men have thought that re- 
ligion is a statement of belief, or a true de- 
finition of God, etc. But you can no more 
dispel the darkness of doubt and moral 
weakness by definitions of God, no matter 
how true those definitions may be, than you 
can light a room or propel a street car by 
exact definitions of electricity. Christ en- 
throned in the lives of those who call him 
Lord and Savior, is the only answer God 
has t a world which is asking for an evi- 
dence to the validity of faith. The world 
is not so much concerned in knowing what 
we believe about Christ, but it does want to 
know how much we believe him, how much 
we are willing to trust him. Thousands 
have boldly contended for the faith, and then 
lived lives that ignobly denied it. God is 
not concerned so much about having an 
inventory taken of the various brands of 
theologies present in any congregation. 
Theologies are what men argue about, but 
religion is that by which men live. How 
much of Christ, how much of his spirit, how 
much of his love, how much of his courage, 
how much of his good will, how much of his 
zeal for God do the people have? What is 
the limit to which they will go for him? 
That is the question. 

Dover, Delaware. 

o 


If we educate at all other points, but fail 
to educate at the point of responsibility, we 
shall inevitably come to no good end.—L. P. 
Jacks. 
























(8) 








THE HERALD OF GOSPEL 


The Harmonious Relation Between Scicnce 





LIBERTY 








APRIL 10, 1924 





and Christianity 


Ill. 
BY JOSIAH 


ERHAPS the most fascinating subject 
P to be found anywhere is Life, in its in- 

numerable forms and its, as yet, un- 
measured possibilities. Although it is 
everywhere about us, and includes us, we 
know little enough about it yet to add to 
that simple statement that God breathed the 
breath of life into the inanimate dust and 
made of it Man with a soul in his own 
image. But, even here, science has helped 
to fill in the dazzling outlines with a wealth 
of added detail which already is making the 
picture of the beginning of life more vivid 
and more realistic to all of us. If, by 
chance, some small share of the simplicity 
of the briefer record is lost by this process 
of filling in the background of one of the 
world’s two greatest events, that loss is 
more than repaid by the closer unity which 
it visualizes between man and God. For 
science is, at last, giving fullest meaning to 
the words of Christ, who said, “I am come 
that ye might have life, and have it more 
abundantly.” But let us turn back to the 
dawn of things and read briefly the parallel 
records of the birth of life. 

After the long aeons of the earth’s fiery 
travail had passed and the insignificant 
electrons had united to form their wonder- 
fully complex atoms and these in turn had 
grouped themselves into mighty, whirling 
nebulae, those slowly shaped and cooled into 
steaming, hot spheres through whose heavy, 
miasmic fogs no ray of noontime sunlight 
could have lessened by very much the dark- 
ness of perpetual evening. Then a strange 
and incomprehensible thing occurred. The 
warm waters of the brooding sea first knew 
it and the rippling currents that ran 
through it must have carried the strange 
whisper to the heavy winds above it. For 
down within the ocean’s depths had appeared 
a new and unknown thing. So slight and 
transparent that it could scarcely be dis- 
tinguished from the drop of water through 
which it slowly learned to move, a tiny bit 
of gelatinous substance began timorously 
to edge its way along. It seemed to differ 
in no essential way from the other minute 
particles within that waterdrop—each 
chemical element in it was also to be found 
in them and in the crusted rock beneath 
them—and yet their differences were such 
that they belonged almost a universe apart. 


The smoothly rounded, brownish-gray 
egg upon the beach may not be distinguish- 
able at first sight from the smoothly 
rounded, brownish-gray pebbles about it, but 
that small and fragile egg contains the germ 
from which an unending line of sandpipers 
may spring. Even so, that first primeval bit 
of almost insignificant life, so similar to the 
lifeless matter about it, contained God- 
created qualities which they could not by 
any conceivable means have chanced to 


Their Attitude Toward Life 


S. WATSON 


possess if the perfect Creator of all life had 
not produced them and placed them there. 
But whence came that life? As yet, 
science has no means of its own by which to 
answer that, nor can it tell how God changed 
the lifeless dust into feeling, throbbing life. 
It is able merely to record that where yes- 
terday was only water and dead rock, to- 
day a living thing, vibrant with all the 
powers of the universe, has its most vital 
existence. The whirling electrons and atoms 
could form a universe at the command of 
the Omnipotent Law Giver, but they could 
not conceivably produce a feeling or a 
thought in even so simple a form as a 
primitive moner. How God produced the 
change of that momentous day we do not 
know; but we have learned to add a host of 
records to the fact of that great statement, 
“And God said, Let the earth bring forth 
. of every living thing after its kind!” 
The ages which followed in endless pro- 
cession were busy continuing the task com- 
menced that day. The first tiny bit of life 


AAA 
My Kindred 


VERY rational soul in all worlds 
4 Is a brother or sister of mine, 
In the crampedest cottage on earth, 
In the distant-most stars as they shine. 


In each room of my Father’s great house, 
Every child that his love shelters there, 
How so many quintillions they be, 
In mu thought and my heart has a share. 


They are brothers and sisters of mine, 
In the maximal, minimal, star; 

And to meet them and greet them I long, 
For I love them wherever they are. 

—By Ernest A. Bell, in Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate. 
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divided and renewed itself, and each de- 
scendant differed in some most minute de- 
gree from the fellow descendants about it. 
Gradually these variations became more 
marked and now and then they seem to have 
appeared with startling suddenness, until at 
length the sea was clothed with mosses and 
the earth was carpeted with grass and 
flowers. Meanwhile, larger and more com- 
plex types of animals were swimming 
through the sea and roaming freely over 
the land. And God looked upon all that he 
had made, “and God saw that it was good.” 

But the end was not yet; for life was still 
but a moving, feeling thing and had not yet 
learned the arts of thought and sacrifice nor 
felt within itself the pulsing soul of the 
divine. “And God said, Let us make man in 
our image, after our likeness, and let him 
have dominion. . . . over all the earth. And 
God created man in his own image..... 
And God saw .. . . that it was very good.” 





And what more natural than that he should 
use the highest product of his previous 
creation in fashioning the new creature that 
should be? To a tiny fragment of the per- } 
fect earth which he had created, he had 
added the mysterious spark of life. To that 
first simple form, he had added, one by one...) 
new qualities and more complicated powers 
and possibilities until the mightiest trees 
and animals had naturally resulted. So, 
once again, he breathed upon the highest 
form which he had made, the far-descendant 
of the lifeless dust of ancient aeons, and 
added to that life a newer, greater gift. 

This gift, like all the gifts of God, was | 
rich and varied. It included the possibility 
of understanding himself, the power of | 
thought and simple reasoning, a more com- ] 
plex emotional condition, responsive to } ( 
higher feelings than merely those of hunger t 








and of fear. But more than all the rest, it | t 
gave to man a realization of moral values b 
and a knowledge of his relationship to God. | i 
No longer was he merely “of the earth, te 
earthy ;” he had been taken into partnership 
with God, with the privilege of thinking b 
his thoughts, of working his works, and of Ww 
living his life. fe 
Long ages passed and man learned slowly a 
tu use a few of the powers of the first great fo 
gift, but still a great deal of his life was kr 
merely a matter of the barest existence and ha 
of the most temporary enjoyments. Again ro 
the time came for a higher step to be taken of 
in the way of human progress. To theg j A ft 
highest and the finest of humanity he added ali 


a new and greater gift, divine life, with the tor 
result that in One perfect humanity became Ur 
linked with perfect divinity. Through him ma 
that gift was freely shared with all the race all 


of men. The keynote of the new era, “I ] 
am come that ye might have life, and have 
it more abundantly,” has changed the whole 
outlook of humanity and lifted the thought 
and the attitude of every nation, though its 
work today is scarcely started. 

And so life grew! Where once the mighty 
Craftsman of the universe had shaped with 
his all-powerful, yet tender, touch the swell- 
ing grandeur of a massive earth, he now, as 
the most perfect Gardener of all time, had 
planted that earth to life, and had carefully 
tended it and guided it until it had become @ 
garden full of every sort of life. At last, 
within the center of that garden had 
bloomed the most perfect flower of all, the 
Christ, holy and spotless, and worthy to be 
the climax of a world’s long growth. If 
the earth had produced him alone, as the 
end of all the long and weary struggle up- 
ward from the dawn of time, that long 
struggle would have been repaid in full. 
Such a bloom on the “century plant of time” 
would have been well worth a hundred mil- 
lion years of silent growth, and the earth 
could well have withered then and died a5 @ 
plant whose perfect fruit is ripe at last. 

But life has not been finished yet, and ‘ 
neither was Christ’s life an anti-climax in 
the long unfolding of its plot. What then 
could be the purpose if Christ himself is 
but a mid-point in its long development: 
The ultimate purpose could scarcely have 
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been less than the means employed in its 
development. Again the answering sugges- 
tions move strangely parallel. 

Everywhere science finds the record of 
change and growth. The infinitesimal elec- 
trons sprang into life and combined and 
‘ecombined under the guiding control of uni- 

Bersal law, to form the earth and the suns 
and stars of an immeasurable universe. 
The earth passed through its fiery birth and 
its molton rocks cooled and were hammered 
into dust that the simplest life might draw 
its nourishment from them. And those 
forms died, left behind them greater sons 
and daughters, which in their turn died and 
gave their place to greater, higher forms. 
So, on and ever upward moved the cease- 
less stream of life, while forms less perfect 
disappeared and those more perfect rose and 
flourished in their stead. Everywhere 
throughout the living world the tendency has 
been to build a perfect type, or types, of an- 
imals and plants fully adapted in every way 
to existence in their environment. 

The same long process of growth has 
been clearly evidenced in man. How long it 
was after the power of reason was con- 
ferred upcn him before he learned to throw 
a rock and swing a club in capturing his 
food, we have no means of knowing; but we 
know that many long and fearful ages must 
have passed before he learned to shoot an ar- 
row or to warm his numbed body at a fire 
of his own making. Certainly it is a far 

Rey from even that high achievement to the 
almost limitless mastery which man exerts 
today over the air, the sea, and the land. 
Undoubtedly the time is coming when this 
mastery over the earth about him will be 
all but complete. 

In mental as well as physical achievement 
man has been growing toward a perfect 
utilization of his powers, although he has 
scarcely yet begun to realize how vast those 
are. 

The same eternal law holds just as true 
in the spiritual growth of man. The sim- 
plest religious forms of which the Bible 
tells us involved only obedience; but gradu- 
ally that grew into a clearer understanding 
of God and his relations to man, so, that a 
more elaborate theology began to develop. 
Finally, as men came to know God more in- 
timately and personally, a living persona! 
faith sprang up, like the deep and proven 
faith between close friends. “I am come 
that ye might have life, and have it more 
abundantly,” becomes for such followers a 
true expression of a rich and understanding 
Sympathy between God and man. For 
them, life has ceased to be merely a matter 
cf formal observances; it has become a 
whole-souled outpouring of devotion based 
upon a sympathetic and understanding love. 

Christ taught—and the Bible is full of 
the teaching—that Righteousness shall rule 

in the earth, that it can and shall become 
the Kingdom of the Living God. 


“Jesus shall reign where’r the sun 

Doth his successive journeys run, 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Til moons shall wax and wane no more.” 


But, pitiful as it is, there has been a pas- 
Slonate declaration in many of our creeds 
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and in much of our thinking, that Christ 
was not big enough to win or to rule the 
world, and that all he could do was to snatch 
souls out of it, as “brands from the burn- 
ing.” As if God were so weak that sin 
could conquer him and drive him out of the 
world which he had made! Perhaps: the 
achievements of science can do no greater 
thing than to help us realize that God is 
omnipotent in moral matters as well as in 
the making of a world, that God deals only 
in perfect accomplishments. No word shall 
return to him void but shall accomplish the 
things whereto he sent it. And can we 
doubt that he who created a perfect world 
and placed upon it life with a soul in his 
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own Image, will not fail in the task of rais- 
ing the earth to his own high level? 


Here, too, the great partnership of God 
and man moves forward. Man, working 
with all the understanding which his scien- 
tific discoveries have given him, knowing 
himself and his environment, realizing the 
true nature of his task and employing every 
tool with which psychology and the life- 
sciences can equip him; and God, with all 
the powers of creation, of guidance, and of 
sympathy in his control! What can such a 
partnership achieve in the building of a per- 
fect world? 

Keeline, Wyoming 


The Pessimistic Prophet 


BY REV. ELWOOD C. HALL 


ago and because of the evil he then 
saw, predicted the end of the world 
near. 

Of course he was dead wrong, for the 
world is still here with no more apparent 
signs of the end than in his day. And yet 
through all the ages prophets of his class 
have not been wanting. As the centuries 
come and go they have said, “The end is 
near, the end is near.” And “The end is 
near” they are still telling us. 

But have they been wholly wrong? Have 
they not been more right than wrong? 
With them the world meant the nation in 
which they lived and its near surroundings. 
They had no idea of the world as we know 
it. And if we will limit their word “world” 
as they limited it and consider their end to 
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The Simpleton 


I WOULD not sell my dreams for old 

brocade and gold, 

I would not sell my dreams for all the 
wealth of earth untold; 

I count my dreams my soul’s immortal 
heritage, bequeathed from birth, 

Imperishable, dearer far were these 
than e’en the rapture of the trees. 

My dreams have scaled the heights im- 
passable, and I was unafraid; 

Have clasped hands with their own 
wherein the silence played; 

Have felt the mystic power of bud and 
flower, and sunset beams; 

O. gypsy-heart, life wears a changeless 
glory ’round its head of 

Wild nasturtiums, burning red, since I 
have found my dreams. 
—Herbert Randall, in The Boston 

Transcript. 


ME 


mean the end of the political and social 
order in which they lived, we will see their 
prophecy fulfilled in a very marked way. 
Six thousand years ago Egypt ranked 
first in worldly glory and power. But how 


H: lived in Egypt six thousand years 


many centuries before she fell, to stay down 
to this day? 

Israel had her day under David and Solo- 
Babylon, ancient Greece, and Rome 


mon. 


all had their day to which an end came—the 
end of the world to them. And on the his- 
tory page of each one of them, in bold, 
blood-red letters is written the word Sin— 
the sin to which their pessimistic prophets 
pointed. 

Nor do we have to look back to the an- 
cients to see that sin brings an end to all 
greatness and hope. Fifty years ago Russia 
was counted a first-class world power. 
Where is she today? Where is Germany? 
Germany to which ten years ago, even we 
thought we must send our students if we 
would give them a complete education, and 
which was ready to defy the world on the 
field of battle? If the end of the world 
has not come to these powers, a new order 
has. 

When we are treading in the footprints of 
nations gone before us—nations that have 
gone to a swift and fearful destruction— 
are we sure that the one who tells us of a 
coming destruction is not a prophet sent of 
God? 

Far be it from me to claim that the world 
is growing worse and that all the good we 
have hoped for is lost. God is still on the 
throne. Evidence that he is still working 
for the uplift of the world is not wanting. 

One hundred years ago Japan, China, 
India, Africa, and the isles were in the 
grossest heathen darkness and superstition. 
God only knows what those countries suffer- 
ed in their darkness. But today the gospel 
has reached these lands and they are be- 
ginning to blossom as the rose. 


Those who argue that the world is going 
to the bad, and that the sooner the Almighty 
winds up affairs the better, take a very 
limited view of the world both in time and 
extent. They little realize through what 
this world has come, or how much better is 
this age than any age that has preceded it. 
Nor do they realize how rapid are the 
changes for the better going on in every 
country that one hundred years ago was 
untouched by the gospel. 

Even in this country not many of us 
would care to go back to the duel, lynch- 
ing, slavery, liquor evil, the church fighting, 
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etc., as they existed one hundred years ago. 
Never have any people been so quick to 
respond to the call for help, or opened their 
hands so wide to relieve suffering as are 


we today. And never, except in the birth- 
day of the Church, has there been so much 
union and Christian love among the follow- 
ers of Christ, or such effort to send a knowl- 
edge of Christ to the uttermost parts of the 
world as today. 

This, however, should not make us blind 
to the evils that are growing so rapidly 
among us. The Church, standing upon 
Christ, the sure foundation, can stand a 
world of sinful assault. But when the 
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foundation begins to go we have reason to 
fear, no matter about our good works. 

Never has our Sabbath been desecrated as 
it is today. Never have our churches had 
in them so many empty pews, while multi- 
tudes rush by, as today. The family altar, 
the study of the Word, and the place of 
prayer are all being neglected to chase 
after money and pleasure, for which we 
have gone crazy. And thus far the history 
of nations has been that when wealth and 
pleasure take the reigns, destruction is not 
far distant. 


Vienna, New Jersey. 


Dreams and Visions 
BY E. L. MOSHER 


T has been said that old men dream of 
| the past and young men have visions of 

the future. In other words, the old 
inan tells of what he has done and how good 
the things were done when he was young, 
while the young man looks into the future 
and seeks visions of great things to be ac- 
complished, and his unbounded faith carries 
him along towards this goal. He strives 
hard along these lines until he meets the old 
man who lives in the past and, looking tc 
him for help and advice, receives this set 
back: 

“Well young man, it cannot be done. 
Things are not the same as they were. Peo- 
ple are tired of giving of their money and 
of their time. Life is too strenuous. We 
do not have the time to help you. You do 
the best you can.” 

The young man turns away with his hopes 
and aspirations partially squelched. 

He then turns to his comrades and seeks 
to find an outlet for his excess energy which 
the old man has failed to direct by not giv- 
ing help and advice. They start out to- 
gether to find something to do—something 
to amuse themselves. And what do they 
find? Commercialized amusements which 
are governed by the demand of a sensation- 
loving public that seems to have become de- 
generate in its ideals of what constitutes 
good amusement. 

The young man finds these conditions and, 
following their lead, which he thinks is all 
right as the older folk attend such places, 
he puts into practice what they teach him— 
gambling, drinking, robbery, and _licen- 
tiousness. 

The old man views the work of the young 
man and says, “What awful young people 
we have today! I don’t see what will be 
come of them and what the world is coming 
to!” 

Is this a just criticism of our young peo- 
ple, when we have failed them with advice 
and help? 

The writer wonders if the Church of to- 
day is like the old man, living in the past, 
dreaming of what some ancient prophet has 
done, or how good they were in the old days 
when every one went to church and wor- 
shiped! God together, both old and young. 


The old worshiped by sleeping peacefuly 
through the sermon, the young by counting 
the cobwebs on the ceiling and wondering 
what the minister was talking about and 
why they had to sit still so long, gaining the 
impression that religion meant to be very 
quiet and to assume a long face and not to 
do anything. 

Having gained this impression of a relig- 
ious life the young man wonders why any- 
one should be a Christian, for he has some- 
thing to do in life. He wants to do things, 
and the Church seems too busy to give him 
something to do, too busy fighting among 
themselves as to whether Christ was born 
of a Virgin, if the Bible were written in 
heaven and handed down to some person in 
the dim past, or whether or not there is 
Trinity? 

Why did not the Church take up the 
moving picture machine when it first came 
into existence and use it to further Christ’s 
work? Why does not the Church take up 
the radio and use it for the cause of God? 
Why does not the Church use athletics? 


A Candle’s Beauty 
THE beauty of a candle touches me: 
It is so softly gay— 

So steadfast and so careless of itself, 

Giving its life away. 


With waxen body, slender, white and 


still, 
Melting as snow or ice, 
It is a spendthrift with a soul of flame, 
Offering sacrifice. 


A little space of moments and of hours 
In which to shine and glow— 
A candle’s beauty touches me, oh, more 
Than anything I know. 
—Anne B. Payne, in Good Housekeeping. 
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Oh Christians, why not wake up? Let 
cach church train a set of leaders to cover 
these various activities and give the young 
people work to do. They do not want 
amusements so much as thew do some act- 
ual work, thereby making themselves use- 
ful. You older members of churches who 
are satisfied to come to church and listen to 
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the music and the word of God preached, 

wake up to your responsibilities; look 

around you and see the harvest of young 

folks that need the help of your counsel, 

your experience, and your financial support 

for the work which they can do. 
Conneaut, Ohio. 


The Coming of Christ 


By Rev. R. J. Ellis 
YHE coming and fact of the Christ are 
still the most vital issue with which we 
have to do. His coming to the world has 
been, and will continue to be, the supreme 
event and the colossal fact of all history. 
We could as consistently disparage the need 
cf the sun to the material world as we could 
Christ’s life and teaching to mankind. His 
birth in the hamlet of old Judea nineteen 
centuries ago was the day peep of another 
and better day for the race of mankind. It 
was the beginning of a new day, like the ris- 
ing sun, which first illumines the loftiest 
mountain top, and then the light creeps 
down from the higher to the lower levels, 
and at last fills all the valleys with its ra- 
diance. The birth of Christ meant the con- 
ing of a new day, a new era, a notable 
period, to a sin-cursed humanity, and those 
who receive its inspiration, go forth in splen- 
cid life and noble activities to the world’s 
big tasks. 
Some have felt that the recent World War 


was evidence that Christianity as a reg F 


has failed. But we should remember tha 
conquest for righteousness has ever been 
slow. It took many centuries of education 
before Christians could see the blighting 
crime of human slavery—to see it as an in- 
stitution of iniquity; but finally it passed 
away. War is under the ban, the forces and 
processes of Christianity are at work, and 
the day is not distant when it, like human 
slavery, will cease, and peace and good will, 
announced by the angels to the Judeans of 
long ago, will come into the hearts of all 
nations and joy fill the world. The same 
influence that abolished slavery and is mit- 
igating the spirit of war, has also put an 
end to the accursed liquor traffic, having 
written the eighteenth amendment into the 
constitutional law of our own commonwealth. 

Again, the birth, or coming of the Christ, 
was a call to a larger or spiritual life and 
vision. An eagle, which had been confined 
in a cage all its life, was one day given its 
liberty. It walked about for a while upon 
the ground in an astonished manner; pres 
ently the sun, which had been obscured by 
a cloud, burst through a rift, allowing the 
tright, warm beams to pour forth; the bird 
lifted its eyes, pulling itself up, it lifted one 
wing and stretch it out—and then lifted the 
other wing and outstretched it; then it gave 
a scream, and soon was a speck away in th 
blue of the heavens. 


So the coming of ou ? 
Lord, in the life he lived and the truths he? 
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taught, reveals the manner of life, the)” 


sphere we may enjoy and know as to the) thing 


riches and glory of the saints’ inheritance— 
in a bigger and better life in this world. 
Newton, Illinois. 
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At Prayer Time 


They crucify him.—Mark 15:25. 
oO 


We take too easily the terrible story of the 
rucifixion. We gloss its severities over 
with fine phrases and we otherwise shift 
from thoughts of the extremes of cruelty 
which such an event in reality implied. 

It is well that we do, no doubt. To realize 
too fully what those barbarities meant would 
hang a too heavy weight on our sympathies. 
It could too seriously overshadow the view 
of virtue that is made clear in Christ’s 
suffering and death. 

Yet even in our prayer time it is well to 
give some calm consideration to the fearful- 
ness of the ordeal through which Jesus was 
compelled to go. Crucifixion was an old 
means of merciless punishment. It was 
practiced by the Persians and later by the 
Greeks and the Romans. It was designed 
to torture, and there seemed to be no end 
to the means employed with it to inflict 
suffering. Victims were made to carry their 
crosses, whipped and scourged while an in- 
furiated mob could hur! occasional missiles 
at them, then were required to undergo un- 
mentionable, almost unimaginable, indig- 
nities and torments. 

Without looking into the harrowing pic- 
ture further, it is sufficient here to say that 
anto such an experience Jesus went. 


So 


They never fail who die 
In a great cause. The block may soak their 
gore; 
Their heads may sodden in the sun; their 
limbs 
Be strung to city gates and castle walls; 
But still their spirit walks abroad. 
Though years 
Elapse and others share as dark a doom, 
They but augment the deep and sweeping 
thoughts 
Which overpower all others and conduct 
The world, at last, to freedom. 


—George Gordon Byron. 


— 


We are far removed from those days as 
far as years are concerned; but there are 
lingering human traits still active that tend 
to re-enact the crucifixion even in these 
times of ours. There may be less of physical 
torture in the process, but there is at work 
some of the same spirit of suspicion, spying 
out, misrepresentation. 

It should be our deep prayer that we be 
delivered from being a part of such un- 
controlled, harmful feelings toward any of 
our fellow-men. How easily we can become 
incensed. We may be unconsciously in- 
tolerant on many different things that apart 
from our own sentiments and convictions 

are of little importance. 

And how easily we can become identified 
both in thought and effort with the lesser 
things. That) means that we are moved by 
the inferior enthusiasms. We measure a 
man and his message by the small interests 
of our little organizations. A new vision 







may distress us if it disturbs our accustomed 
ways of doing or thinking. Thus our spirits 
may be not only shut off from new light 
that may lead us upward, but we may un- 
dervalue great souls who could enrich our 
fellowship and enlighten our moral 
deavor. 


en- 


Had we lived in those days, would we too 
have had a part in that tragedy of Calvary? 
Could we have been a part of that goup 
gathered at Jerusalem to worship whose 
spiritual climax seems to have been reached 
in the crucifixion of Christ? 

By what restrictions are we bound today? 
May we face Golgotha and ask God to show 
us what our hearts really are. 


oO 


Christ did not die by an act of Provi- 
dence; he died by the cruelty and the in- 
humanity of man. He was a victim of a 
well formulated religion, which fused easily 
with a narrow nationalism. So cast in their 
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Friendless and faint, with 
steps and slow, 

Faint for the flesh, but for the spirit 
free; 

Stung by the mob that came to see the 
show, 

The Master toiled along to Calwary; 

We jibed him, as he went, with hound- 


martyred 


ish glee, 

Tili his dimmed eyes for us did over- 
flow; 

We cursed his vengeless hands thrice 
wretchedly,— 

And this was nineteen hundred years 
ago, 

But after nineteen hundred years the 
shame 

Still clings, and we have not made good 
the loss 

That outraged faith has entered in his 
name, 


Ah, when shall come love’s courage to 
be strong! 
Then tell me, O Lord, tell me,—O Lord, 
how long 
Are. we to keep Christ writhing on the 
cross? 
—Edwin Arlington Robinson. 


K J 


prejudices were those men that they could 
not distinguish between conscience and 
political intrigue. 




















Yet he faced these conditions kindly 
though unflinchingly. “To the zealot with 
half-drawn sword he preached a gospel of 
universal brotherhood, love of enemies, serv- 
ice, and sacrifice. To the Pharisee, secure 
in his religious monopoly, he preached a 
Kingdom of moral values in which the 
despised publicans might obtain high 
places.” 

These were his opposers. He stood for 
right and human interest. They plotted to 
kill him, sought to ensnare him in his talk, 
bribed a disciple to betray him, and by false 
witness had him put to death as a blas- 
phemer and a criminal. 

How far would we be willing to go for 
reform if we were opposed by those in places 
of authority today? How nearly true would 
we be to our ideals as he was true? How 


well could we hold on to our faith, in man- 
kind in face of persecution as he did? 
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Teach me the truth, Lord, though it put to 
flight 
My cherished dreams and fondest fancy’s 
play; 
Give me to know the darkness from the 


light, 
The night from day. 


Teach me the truth, Lord, though my heart 
break 
In casting out the falsehood for the true; 
Help me to take my shattered life and make 
Its actions new. 


Teach me the truth, Lord, though my feet 
may fear 
The rocky path that opens out to me; 
Rough it may be, but let the way be clear 
That leads to thee. 


Teach me the truth, 
creeds decay, 
When man-made dogmas vanish with the 
night, 
Then, Lord, on thee my darkened soul shall 
stay, 
Thou living Light. 
—Frances Lockwood Green. 


Lord. When false 


Oo 


There are grave tasks before us yet. Can 
we face them with any degree of the 
courage with which Jesus faced Calvary? 

“A few years ago one college graduate 
was sent to proclaim Christianity in the 
neighborhood of one of our great national 
industries. What did he find there? 
‘Whisky Row’ with its long line of saloons 
lying in wait for the pay envelope of the 
worker; the gambling system of the city 
luring the wives of the workers into ‘play- 
ing policy,’ houses in which children died 
every year from unsanitary conditions, un- 
til the death rate of the ward was twice that 
of any other city; no rooms in the schools 
for children above the sixth grade because 
the children must go to work; a higher de- 
linquency rate than any other ward in the 
city.” 

Such situations still stare the followers of 
Christ in the face. In such places crucifix- 
ions still occur. They who stay bravely at 
their tasks suffer with him; and they who 
participate in the wickedness of these places 
help to re-crucify Jesus. 


Oo 


I ask you to . . . show me where you’re 
pouring out the blood of your life.——Carl 
Sanburg. 

oO 


Infinite Spirit of God, we humble our- 
selves because of Calvary. We are pained 
that human history has in it such a supreme 
tragedy. But we lift our hearts to thee in 
open gratitude that it could not defeat thy 
purpose in Christ, nor could it crush thy 
truth that came to the world through him. 
Keep us from all narrowness that interferes 
with human brotherhood. Purge us of the 
tendencies toward weakness and compromise 
with evil. Increase our courage to carry 
further his service into places where life 
is still oppressed, and may our work con- 
tinue thy glory through him. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 









Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





Won to Christ on a Straw Stack 


Our Kingdom Enlistment Week campaign 
closed at Britton, Mich., Sunday, March 23, 
with seventy-eight decisions. Fifty-eight 
united with the church on Sunday and at 
least eighteen more will unite at once. Mud, 
rain, snow, and sickness kept folks away, 
but Britton folks reacted in fine shape. In- 
teresting things transpired. There were 
thirty-eight decisions the first day. 

One man, thirty-nine years of age was 
visited by a team of personal workers and 
interviewed on top of a straw stack. When 
asked to accept Christ, he said, “I might as 
well do it now as any time,” and with his 
fork handle as a table, he signed his decision 
card and was received into the church on 
Sunday. 

Another man was interviewed in a sugar 
camp. He stoked his fire under the boiling 
pans, then turned to the interviewer, took 
card and pencil and signed. 

Through Kingdom Enlistment Week cam- 
paigns God is calling men busy about their 
daily tasks as of old. Never in four days 
did the Britton Church witness such turning 
to God and consecration to service. 


Dover, Delaware, Is Next—April 6-13 

Eight campaigns have been put on to 
date. There have been over fifty additions 
on the average to each church and an aver- 
age of over sixty decisions in each cam- 
paign. 
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Stewardship, Promotion 
and Social Service 


Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D., Secretary 





A Denominational Budget 
‘THE Board of Finance of the Christian 
Church is composed of the following 
members: J. F. Burnett, W. A. Harper, R. 
C. Helfenstein, W. P. Minton, J. G. Myers, 
O. S. Thomas, O. W. Whitelock, and W. H. 
Denison, as Chairman. 

The matter of a Convention Budget has 
been placed in the hands of this board for 
study and consideration. It will carefully 
consider all suggestions as to the matter of 
a denominational budget and in due time 
make its report. The chairman or any mem- 
ber of the committee will be glad to receive 
helpful suggestions that will aid in this im- 
portant matter. 


Rev. Orland C. Huff, Gravity, Iowa, 
writes: “I have your letter regardig the 
continuation of the Forward Movement 
pledges. You may extend mine and send me 
statement annually until further notice.” 
Our people will not allow their mission- 
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aries to be called home, their conference 
field secretaries discharged, their summer 
schools closed, and other work crippled if 
the matter is fully presented by the pastor 
and encouraged. Retrenchment and crip- 
pling, or growth and enlargement of our 
work, lies largely in the hands of our pastors 
from this time forth. It has been demon- 
strated what our people can do with noth- 
ing but good to themselves. We have faith 
in our people wherever the pastors faith- 
fully present the needs and opportunities. 
Many of them are doing it. 


Departments in the Churches 


HURCH organization is an important 

matter. Since our church has adopted a 
definite program our churches should fix 
their organized efforts to carry out such a 
denominational program in the most effect- 
ive way. Each church, city and rural, large 
and small, should have five departments: 
Department of Devotion; Evangelism and 
Life Service; Christian Education; Missions; 
Stewardship and Finance. Each one of 
these departments should have a carefully 
chosen secretary as the head of the depart- 
ment. If your church has the group sys- 
tem, then each secretary should have as his 
associates in the department one person 
from each group to represent his line of 
work. If you do not use the group system, 
then from five to ten persons in the church 
should be chosen to compose each depart- 
ment. Each department should consist of 
the secretary and these several well chosen 
associates. 

The conference form of organization 
should be the same as that of the local 
church, except that it should have one addi- 
tional department, namely, the Department 
of Publications. The more rapidly that our 
churches and conferences adopt this form 
of organization, the finer the spirit of co- 
operation, the greater the success of the 
church’s program. 


Enroll Tithers 

E ask our pastors to please enroll al! 

tithers in their congregations. They are 
just as much entitled to membership certi- 
ficates as those who now have them. Send 
to us for enrollment blanks. This matter is 
important, and we seek the hearty co-opera- 
tion of pastors and stewardship and finance 
secretaries. 


ANY of our churches are planning for 

the every-member canvass. We hope no 
church will omit this canvass annually. No 
other plan compares with it. Brother Con- 
ference Stewardship and Finance Secretary, 
will you not try to see that the churches 
of your conference put on this canvass si- 
multaneously? There will be mutual help 
if they are all conducted the same date. 


oO 


At the heart of religion there is a limit- 
less exaltation of the value of the finite 
personality, and a deepening of the effec- 
tive powers of the individuality —Sir Henry 
Jones. 
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Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Extension Period—April 

UT special emphasis this month on the 

work with young people and children. 

Do not let “Children’s Year” pass by with- 

out some definite work done along this line. 
How about your Cradle Roll? 


QNLY one Life Membership for a child 
has been received this year. You re- 
member that Resolution No. 5 suggests that 
each society make at least one child a life 
member during “Children’s Year.” 


When you send in your money for the 
Life Membership, be sure to state whether 
it is for Haverhill, or Japan Kindergarten. 
We do not like to decide for you, as to 
whether it be home or foreign missions, be- 
cause we are apt to appropriate the money 
in a way that is not in accord with your 
wishes. The twenty-five dollars for a Life 
Membership whether a child or adult—must 
ke given for one object, you know, so please 
state the object, that we can not only prop- 
erly credit the money, but that we may put 
the proper seal on your certificate. 


Are We One? Not Yet 


(CONFUSION exists, and some folks do not 
seem to know “where we are at” in the 
Woman’s Mission Boards. 

This may answer some of your questions. 
The matter of union was presented at the 
Burlington Convention but the Boards were 
not united at that time. We are still two 
boards, with one set of officers serving both 
boards. A term of years was given for a 
“trying out” period, before the final con- 
summation. Have you been thinking along 
this line? There is still time for thinking, 
and for suggestions of plans and ideas along 
the line of changes in organization. Better 
plans, better ideas, better forms of organi- 
zation, might be presented, and it is my 
cpinion that opportunity ought to be given 
for expression on the subject, now that time 
has been given for thought since the idea 
of a change was presented at Burlington. 


No Woman’s Mission Board 


HAVE been reading of how the Presby- 

terian people have just recently merged 
their woman’s mission boards into their 
General Boards, thus forming a continuity 
which strengthens all the work because of 
the closer co-operation of the boards. The 
women have a larger representation, and 4 
larger part in the general mission work of 
the church than they had before the change. 
The work of the local societies and con- 
ference woman’s boards goes on just the 


same, so far as their organizations are con-~ 


cerned, but the help received by them from 
the leaders of the various phases of woman’s 
mission work is augmented because of the 


















es —— 








one 
get 
bio 
His 





tha 
and 
fine 
they 
care 
Cea 

















e 
% 


he 


ns. 
he 
re 
wo 
th 


on- 
ng 
ng; 
ng 
ter 
ni- 
my 


me 
dea 
on. 


by- 
ged 
1eir 
lity 
. of 
The 
da 
: of 
nge. 
con- 
the 
con- * 
rom 
an’s 
the 





SE ae TT nT 









¥ 


strengthened unity with the General Boards 
of the church. 

If this form of organization is good for a 
large denomination, it might be worth con- 
sidering for a smaller one such as ours. 


From Our Everyland Specialist 
AVE you seen the April Everyland? If 
you have not, subscribe at once. You do 

not want to miss the story that tells how 
we may all strew our “garments in His 
way” to make a path for Jesus to the far 
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parts of the world. You cannot guess how 
beautiful a hat trimmed with beds, bottles, 
and other B’s may be until you read Miss 
Applegarth’s story. 

Then there is the Indian story, and the 
continued stories, to say nothing of the 
prize stories in the “Story and Travel 
Clubs.” I haven’t room to tell you about 
the other good things, but hurry your sub- 
scription to Mrs. Powers, and find out for 
yourself just how interesting they are. 
CDP R: 


Elisha: Teacher and Statesman 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 20, 1924 
2 Kings 6:15-23 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Be not overcome of evil, but 
cvercome evil with good.—Rom. 12: 21. 
; HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, April 14—The Empty ‘Tomb. 
Mark 16: 1-8. 


Tuesday, April 15—Revelations of the 
Risen Christ. Mark 16: 9-15. 





Wednesday, April 16—Rising With 
Christ. 2 Cor. 5: 15-21. 
Tharsday, April 17—“rhe Power of 
His Resurrection.” Phil, 3: 8-14. 
Friday, April 18—The Exaltation of 
Christ. Eph, 1: 15-23. 
Saturday, April 19—The Ever-present 


Love of Christ. Rom, 8: 31-39. 


Sunday, April 20—Our Deliverer From 
Death. Psalm 16: 5-11. 











> 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Worshipful Music. 

John 14:1-9—Recited by a Junior. 

Hymn—*“At Thy Feet, Our God and Father,” 
No. 4 in ‘‘Worship and Song.” 

Prayer—By superintendent that the Lord of 
the harvest may thrust forth laborers, and 
that the Church may be ready to train 
them. 

Lesson Text—Read responsively by those 
reading the American version and those 
reading the King James. 

Hymn—"“‘Lord, Speak to Me That I May 
Speak,”” No. 143 in ‘Worship and Song.” 

Teaching Period. 

Classes recalled by music of “He Leadeth 
Me,” No. 57 in “Worship and Song.” 

Sing first three verses. 

Officers’ Period. 

Hymn—“‘On Our Way Rejoicing,’’ No. 26 in 
“Worship and Song.” 

Mizpah. 


Biographical Notes 

T AST Sunday we were studying about 
Elijah. Today we study his successor, 

one of the outstanding preacher-statesmen 

of his or any other day. Probably we shall 

get more out of this lesson if we make it a 

biographical study of Elisha. 

His Faithfulness 


Elijah tried to get him to turn back on 
that last journey (2 Kings 2: 1-12), but on 
and on he followed to the end. Some very 
fine men have made a good start. Then 
they have got mixed up with business 
cares or political exigencies, and have 
ceased to follow the Gleam, and so what 


might have been a life of wide helpfulness 
has become merely one of business success 
or of political prominence. “Be thou faith- 
ful unto death and I will give thee the 
crown of life.’ And there is no other way 
of getting a crown that fadeth not away. 


His Social Service 


Many men have power, but not all use 
it for others. Elisha was a man of out- 
standing power, but he was ever using it to 
help people and causes. In chapter four a 
widow is in real distress and he uses his 
power to bring supplies to her empty cup- 
board. Then a mother’s heart is breaking 
and he binds up the broken-hearted. In 
chapter five a foreign army captain is af- 
flicted and he helps him to health and to 
renewed fellowship with home and friends. 
What a joy ability must have brought him! 
The other day a lonely old lady was con- 
fused on a street car. A conductor took 
special care to assure her and to offer as- 
sistance. It cost him so little but it brought 
such a relief to the confused one. A num- 
ber of mothers were on a long, tedious rail- 
way journey. A dining-car conductor (of 
all persons!) would repeatedly come into 
the first-class coach and amuse the little 
children, and was really a Godsend not only 
to the mothers but to every passenger on 
the train. In both these cases the ability 
cf those giving real help may not have been 
strikingly great, but at least it was real 
investment. When it costs so little to be 
kind, and when it brings so much pleasure, 
why do we not all of us do more of it? 


His Ability to Inspire Confidence in a Littl- 
Child 


A little maid is in a far-away distant 
home, but back in her childhood she had 
known the preacher who had probably of- 
ten visited her home. He had inspired con- 
fidence in her, not only of his ability but 
of his willingness to help. Can any greater 
thing be said of a man than that he in- 
spires the confidence of a little child. “Come 
let us live with our children.” 


His Helpfulness to His Nation 
Not once nor twice was this great man 


the greatest asset of Israel, and when he 
finally laid down his work, his king said of 
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him, “My father, my father, the chariots 
of Israel and the horsemen thereof.” Good 
men are always the world’s and the na- 
tion’s greatest asset. They can see so deep- 
ly into the nation’s need that politicians 
fail to heed the warning of her preachers 
and reformers at their peril, and that of 
the nation. God is in his world and “He 
revealeth his secrets unto his servants.” 
And yet ofttimes we want to kill the preach- 
ers who warn us of our sins and their dan- 
gers. The wets hate the women of the W. 
C. T. U. although not for themselves so 
much as for these very deluded victims 
these women of God have toiled. 

His Forgiving Spirit 


Can a man be really great who holds a 
grudge? The Syrian band comes to cap- 
ture and probably to slay Elisha. He, like 
David, after a while has his enemies in his 
power, but instead of exercising his right 
to destroy, he exercises it to forgive. 
Mighty the man indeed who can forgive! 
Mighty the nation that can forgive. In the 
world’s difficulties of 1924 the nation that 
can the earliest forget its bitterness will be 
the nation that will the soonest find its soul. 


His Spiritual Insight 


Probably this was his greatest quality. 
His servant was pale with fright. Elisha 
was serious but calm. He prays that his 
servant’s eyes might be opened, for he knew 
that the hills were full of God. Material 
things maybe against him; but what is that 
when God is for him? It is not to deny the 
the miraculous to say that every bush is 
ablaze with God and yet not consumed and 
every hill full of God, if only our eyes were 
open and our shoes off our feet so that we 
could see. Lord, open our eyes that we may 
see. Lord, open the eyes of America that 
she may see thee and save her soul from 
gross materialism. Lord, open the eyes of 
Europe that she may see thy love and pow- 
er everywhere that she may be saved from 
jealousy and hate. 

Toronto, Ontario. 


Prayer Begets Prayer 
HE more we pray, the more we know how 
to pray; the more worth while prayer 
becomes. 

Prayer is not confined to forms of wor- 
ship, nor necessarily to the bended knee. 
We may pray as we walk; we may pray 
with open eyes, facing some difficult situa- 
tion, or with eyes reverently closed while in 
a place of worship. David prayed as he ran 
to meet Goliath just as much as Samuel 
prayed in the still watches of the night. 

The world’s estimate of prayer value does 
not take into account the wisdom of the 
divine mind, or his right to answer many of 
cur petitions negatively. Prayer that does 
not bring that which is requested is usually 
considered worthless. Neither is the neces- 
sity for patience appreciated. Restless and 
eager for an immediate reply, the petitioner 
who has the world’s idea of prayer con- 
cludes that his prayer is without value if he 
has to wait.—John Timothy Stone. 
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Easter a Time of Joy 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR APRIL 20, 1924 
1 Cor. 15:1-8, 51-55 (Sunrise Prayer Meeting Suggested) 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 


Christian 


Program Pointers 

Decorate the room with Easter lilies. If your so- 
ciety cannot afford the real flowers, procure a copy 
of Dennison’s book, “How to Make Crepe Paper 
Flowers,” and have the society meet sometime before 
Easter and put in an evening making Easter lilies. 
The book will tell you just how to make them. If 
you cannot procure the book and materials from your 
local dealers, send ten cents to the Dennison Manu- 
facturing Company, Framingham, Mass., and they 
will send the book. The society should pay for the 
book and materials. After Easter you could probably 
sell the flowers for enough to pay, or more than pay, 
for the hook and material. 

Make much of the music. 
thought of resurrection and 


Hymns expressing the 
immortality should be 


sung. Suggested Hymns: “Christ Arose,” ‘Crown 
Him With Many Crowns,” “I Died Broken-Hearted,”’ 
(a very effective duet for alto and tenor), “It Is 


(contralto or baritone solo), “‘The Awaken- 
“Lift 


Jesus,” 
ing Chorus,”’ “Christ the Lord Is Risen Tcday,”’ 
Your Glad Voices.”’ 

If you decide to have a sunrise service, it would 
be fine to have a committee provide sandwiches, 
boiled eggs, wafers, and coffee. Then at the close 
of the service you could breakfast together and re- 
main at the church for the church services. 

If it should prove to be a morning suitable, it 
would be fine to have the service and breakfast out- 
doors on some hill. I wish if you have an outdoor 
service that is successful that you would write me 
about it and I will find a place for it in The Herald 


of Gospel Liberty or in The Journal of Christian 
Education. 
Thoughts on the Theme 
ERSE 1. The twin pillars, upon which 


rests the beautiful temple of the gospel 
from which the light of hope and joy and 
peace streams forth, are the crucifixion and 
the resurrection of Christ. Tear these down 
and the structure falls and the world will 
be plunged into the darkness and hopeless- 
ness of a rayless, starless night. 

V. 2. “By which also ye are saved.” We 
are saved through our faith in the facts of 
Christ’s death on the cross and his resurrec- 
tion from the grave. That he died for our 
sins is a blessed truth, but an unfinished 
truth if he did not rise again from the grave 
for our justification. Easter to the Chris- 
tian is one of the happiest days of the year, 
because it brings the message of victory 
over death and the hope of reunion with our 
loved ones who have trusted in the Lord of 
life and death. 

Vs. 3,4. “He died .... he was buried 
.... he rose again.” Wrapped in these 
few words are all the sure eternal hopes of 
the human race. God, through Paul, sums 
up the gospel in this terse way. The resur- 
rection was the supreme evidence that he 
was all that he claimed to be and not an 
impostor or a deluded fanatic. His resur- 
rection forms a sure, and unshakable basis 
for all our hopes. 

Vs. 5-8. How unshakable are the evi- 
dences of that great event to the heart and 
mind that is really seeking for the truth. 
No event of history is better attested than 
the resurrection of Jesus. If you can by 
any process of reason destroy that, then 
you can destroy any fact of history by the 
same process. 

Vs. 51,52. Paul is about to unfold a 
glorious mystery. The mystery is the great 


s 


Church 


events which will take place at the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The first part 
of that mystery is that all the Christians 
will not be in the sleep of death in their 
graves, when he comes; the next truth is 
“we shall all be changed.” That change will 
be an instantaneous one, “in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye.” The third great 
truth in this mystery is that a trumpet shall 
sound and at the sounding of that trumpet 
the graves of the sleeping ones in Christ 
shall arise clothed in bodies that can never 
more know corruption, their former 
bodies knew it. 


Vs. 58,54. The fourth great fact re- 
vealed in this mystery is that the bodies of 
those who have gone down into the grave 
and known the power of corruption shall be 
made incorruptible while Christians who are 
still alive in their mortal bodies will be 
clothed with immortality, with bodies that 
shall never know the touch of death. So 
then when the bodies of those Christians 
who have known corruption in the grave, 
shall put on incorruptible bodies, and the 
bodies of those Christians who are living 
in the mortal flesh at the time of the coming 
of Christ, shall have put on immortal bodies, 
then, and not till then, will “Death be 
swallowed up in victory.” 


as 


Vs. 55-57. Here we have the great antiph- 
onal song of the victors over death. As 
they rise to meet their risen Lord, those 
who are on the earth in their mortal bodies 
will shout, “O death, where is thy sting?” 
Death has never stung their bodies. Those 
who have known the sting of death, and 
the chill of his icy embrace will shout, “O 
grave, where is thy victory?” They have 
won the victory over death and been de- 
livered from his gloomy prison house. Both 
together will then join in the great chorus 
of praise to their resurrected Savior, who 
through his death and resurrection wrought 
the great deliverance for them, “But thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Cp. 1 
Thess. 4:13-18. 

V. 58. Read this verse carefully, prayer- 
fully and see to what the truths of this 
chapter bind us. 


By Way of Illustration 


Some dying testimonies of Christians: 

Our God is the God from whom cometh 
salvation: God is the Lord by whom we 
escape death—Martin Luther. 

Live in Christ, live in Christ, and the flesh 
need not fear death.—John Know. 

The battle’s fought, the battle’s fought; 
and the victory is won: the victory is won 
forever! I am going to bathe in an ocean 
of purity and benevolence and happiness to 
all eternity.—Dr. Payson. 

Oh, welcome death! Thou mayest well be 
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reckoned among the treasures of the Chris- 
tian. The great conflict is over; all is done. 
To live is Christ; but to die is gain.—J. 
Hervey. 

John Noyes, the martyr, kissing the stake, 
said, “Blessed be the time that ever I was 
born for this day!” To his fellow-martyrs 


he said, ‘We shall not lose our lives in this -s 


fire, but change them for a better.” 


The heathen sorrowed without hope. A 
shattered pillar; a ship gone to pieces; a 
race lost; a harp lying on the ground with 
snapped strings, with all its music lost; a 
flower-bud crushed with all its fragrance in 
it,—these were the sad utterances of their 
hopeless grief. The thought that death was 
the gate of life came not in to cheer the 
parting, or brighten the sepulcher.—Bonar. 


As a cripple would rejoice to hear that 
his limbs would be restored perfect, or the 
beggar that he should be clad in silk and 
gold; so much more ought Christians to re- 
joice to hear of the restoration of the in- 
tegrity and innocency of the body in the 
resurrection.—Cawdray. 

There is a legend that when Jesus rose 
from his grave and walked out of Joseph’s 
garden, white lilies blossomed in his foot- 
steps, so that wherever he went bloom and 
beauty sprang up. The legend faintly 
illustrates what was true of him all his 
life long. Wherever he went blessings 
followed, the sick were healed, the dis- 
couraged were cheered, the sorrowing were 
comforted. And since he has gone from our 
sight he is no less in the world, for the 
Easter awakening is everywhere, the new 
life springs up wherever the Easter mes- 
sage is heard, and new hope is born in all 


hearts. This is because we know that Christ 
has the keys of death and the grave.— 
Expositor. 
Easter In the Canon 
(For Reading or Recitation) 
SpringtIme is waking in the canon here: 
Across the peaks the Easter sunlight shines; 


Today the earliest venturing pioneer 
Of meadowlarks is singing through the pines; 
And where the rock-walled garden climbs the s'ope, 


Thick-starred and sweet the wild ground daisies 
cling. 
(Lord, in what gracious garden lands of hope 


Look forth our loved ones on eternal spring?) 


The grass is growing green along the ledge 
Where the brown water murmurs to the 

One silver aspen trembles at the edge, 
Athrill through’ all its leafless slender lines. 

The gay moss-tufted bridge across the stream 
Is flecked with sunlit shadows on the floor. 

(Lord, by what builded bridge of faith and dream 
Shall our hearts span the waves and win that 

shore ?) 


pines; 


Here at the garden’s foot a gate swings wide; 
One sentinel pine tree on the road keeps watch: 
They will not come to climb the mountainside. 
And yet the gate stands ever on the latch. 
(Lord, by the memiory of one rock-crowned hill, 
One garden, and one grave on Easter Day, 
Grant us that heaven’s gate stand open still 
Between our hearts and theirs who went away!) 


Out in the world, beyond the pine-crowned pass. 
From tower and spire the bells of Easter ring: 
Stained shafts of sunlight shine through clorious glass. 

White lilies lift their incense to the King: 
And choiring voices swell from sphere to sphere 
The song of rended tomb and conquering cross, 
Re-echoed through the canon silence here, 
Life out of death, and endless love from loss. 
-Mabel Earle, in The Christian Endeavor Wor'd. 


For Discussion 


Why should we believe in the resurrection? 

What do you consider the most joyous truth con- 
nected with Easter? 

What do you consider the most practical truth from 
the resurrection for our lives? 


What are your ideas concerning conditions in 
heaven? What shall we do? What shall we be like? 
What relation between the resurrection and 


missions ? 
Name some duties to which faith in the resurrection 
would bind: us as Christians. 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio, 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


For Children 


When Herbert Filled the Wood Box 

ERBERT went reluctantly about gather- 

ing up wood and cobs. “O, dear,” he 
thought to himself, “if only I didn’t always 
have so many chores to do! Seems like the 
wood box is always empty, though I know 
I fill it often enough.” 

Into the wood box went the wood and 
cobs, and Herbert turned about to face his 
mother. 

“Just another armload, please,” said moth- 
er gently. “I want a fire all day to make 
apple butter.” 

“All right,” answered Herbert with a 
brave little smile. But underneath the smile 
there were cross, complaining thoughts, such 
as these: “I hate chores, and I hate filling 
the wood box. And when winter comes, 
there will be more chores, and O dear, I 
wish I could have a new sled for next win- 
ter!” 

Out to the woodpile he ran, and soon 
another armload was picked up. But lis- 
ten! what was this? A faint, far-away 
sound seemed to come from the woodpile. 
Herbert dropped the wood and knelt down, 
peering cautiously about. Then suddenly he 
arose and clasped his hands. ‘Turkeys!’ 
he exclaimed in gleeful tones. “The turkey 
hen has hid her nest away and hatched some 
baby turkeys.” 

As fast as he could he ran to the house. 

“O, come see the surprise!” he shouted. 
“I’ve found a nest of baby turkeys!” 

Mother looked up from the apple she was 
peeling. “I knew the turkeys were there 
all the time—ten of them,” she said smil- 
ing, “and I’ve kept the secret because I 
meant to give them to you as a surprise. 
lf you wish, you may sell them later and 
use the money to buy a new coaster. What 
does my son say to that?” 

“QO mother, you are so good!” said Her- 
bert joyously. 

“You see,” mother went on, “I appreciate 
how good my boy is to fill the wood box so 
often without grumbling.” 

For a moment Herbert’s face flushed with 
shame. Then two little arms went tight 
about mother’s neck. “O mother,” he cried, 
“I did grumble ’bout filling the wood box, not 
out loud so you could hear, but inside. But 
from now on there is not going to be any 
grumbling of any kind, because I’ll be too 
busy filling the wood box and tending to the 
turkeys.’—Word and Way. 


The Marks on the Blackboard 

AMMA, I never intend to play with Her- 
: bert anymore,” said Laura, coming in 
looking red-faced and angry. “He broke 
Dolly’s arm and tore her dress, and I didn’t 
do a single thing.” 

“Very well,” said mamma. “I can mend 
Dolly’s arm, but if you can not get along 


well with your little cousin, you had better 


not play with him.” 

“T like him well enough when he is good, 
but he is naughty so many times. I for- 
gave him yesterday for tumbling down my 
blockhouse, and that is enough.” 


“1 guess you don’t remember the lesson 
for two weeks ago,” said Laura’s brother 
John, who was almost ten years old and a 
good scholar. “It said we should forgive 
seventy times seven, and that would make 
four hundred and ninety times.” 

“And then don’t you have to forgive any 
more?” asked Laura. 

“Well, I don’t know about that,” said 
John, slowly. “Our teacher didn’t say.” 

“It would take very long for me to for- 
give Herbert four hundred and _ ninety 
times,” said Laura. “I think I'll try it. 
John, will you put a mark in your book every 
time he is bad and I forgive him?” 

“T’ll lend you my blackboard and you can 
put down the marks yourself,’ said John. 
“See! I'll put his name right here and you 
can use this red chalk.” 

“What will I do when the blackboard is 
full of marks?” asked the little girl. “May- 
be it will be this evening. I'll make little 
teeny marks, but it won’t be long till I'll 
have to take the other side.” 

“When it is full we’ll write down the 
number and let you start over again,” and 
John. “I think this side will do you for 
some time.” 

So Laura ran to tell Herbert she had for- 
given him, but she did not say a word about 
the blackboard. They played together very 
nicely all that afternoon, and Laura was al- 
most disappointed when she saw the board 
without a single mark that evening. “I'll 
have to forgive him to-morrow,” she said, 
as she went to bed. “He always is doing 
naughty things.” 

When the week was up John looked at 
the board and said, “Laura, do you want to 
use the other side of the blackboard? I have 
some work on it, but if you need it, I will 
rub it out.” 

“T never want to use it,” said Laura. “I 
put down a mark every time I forgave Her- 
bedt and every time he forgave me, and I 
had the most marks. I’m sorry I ever 
thought of doing such a naughty thing as to 
wlite down when we were bad. I told Her- 
bert about it and he forgave me, so that 
makes another mark for me. Please 1ub 
them all out, and I’ll never try again to get 
four hundred and ninety marks against any 
one.”—Hilda Richmond, in The Herald and 
Presbyter. 


9» 


Playing the Glad Game 

¥7HY do you think Tom and Dorothy were 
running home so fast from school? They 
deshed into house shouting, “Mother! Moth- 
er! The Smiths have a new automobile! 
The children said so and we saw it. Please 
cin’t we have one too? Please ask Daddy 
to get one.” But mother shook her head 
saying, “We cannot have an auto, children, 

but we can be happy without one.” 

“T have packed up a nice lunch and we are 
going to the park. Daddy will meet us there 
later and we will have supper under the 
trees.” But the children did not look hap- 
py, they were spoiling their good time be- 
cuuse they could not have the auto. 
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When they reached the park mother told 
them the story of Pollyanna, a little girl 
whose father was a missionary in a lone- 
ly place. Little Polly’s mother had been 
sick a long time and at last God called her 
to heaven where she would never be sick 
any more. Poor little Polly was so lonely. 
Polly’s father was so busy with his ser- 
nions, preaching, and visiting the poor and 
sick that he did not have much time to play 
with his little girl. But he taught her to 
play a game they made up and called the 
Glad Game. The point was always to find 
something about everything, no matter how 
hard or unpleasant, to be glad about. 

Polly’s father was taken sick one day and 
God called him to heaven too. Then Polly 
was sent far away to live with an aunt she 
had never seen and who did, not want her. 
but she bravely played the Glad Game even 
though her heart ached. She helped many 
who were discontented and unhappy to play 
her Glad Game too; and so they found there 
was much to be glad and thankful for that 
they had never thought of before. She was 
iike sunshine wherever she went, brighten- 
ing the lives of others. 

There will be many things you want and 
cannot have, but always remember that it 
is not what we have that makes us happy; 
Lut what we ave, and what we do. It is 
those who try to do what is right, and who 
think about others instead of themselves 
who are truly happy. 

Until a few years ago wine, beer, and oth- 
er alcoholic drinks were made and sold in 
cur country. Alcohol is a slow poison and 
injures the body; enough of it taken at one 
time in these drinks makes one intoxicated, 
<9 he cannot walk straight, or know what he 
is trying to do or say. Some it makes cross 
and ugly so they quarrel and fight. Some 
men even used to beat their wives and chil- 
dren. Often they had such a craving or 
longing for these drinks that they spent all 
their wages buying them so their children 
lad to go hungry and cold, and often had 
reither clothing nor shoes to go to school or 
Sunday-school. Drinking beer and whisky 
riade men poor workers, and they also lost 
much time from work. After a man had been 
drinking he often did very wicked things 
that he would not have done but for the 
beer or whisky. So our country voted to 
stop the making of beer, wine, and all other 
aleoholic drinks, so now it is against the law 
to buy or make them even in one’s own home. 

Some people think only of themselves and 
what they want. Instead of being glad that 
these drinks that made so much trouble and 
sorrow and suffering can no longer be made 
in our country, they want the law changed 
so they can have all the wine and beer they 
want. Some boys think it is smart to carry 
a bottle of wine or beer in their pockets and 
offer it to others, but instead it shows how 
foolish they are, how lacking in real man- 
liness, and strength of character. If any- 
one asks you to take a drink of wine or beer 
or cider say, ‘No, I am loyal and true to 
my country. I am not a lawbreker, I can- 
not take it.”"—Georgie Robertson. 
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An Interior View of the Christian Temple. An Exterior View Is Given on Our Front Page. 


Opening the Gates of the Temple 


Christian Temple, Norfolk, Virginia 
By Rev. Warren H. Denison, D. D. 


HE new Christian Temple was opened Sun- 
day, March 16, with a great, interested, 
worshipful throng present all day. The 

day was ideal and the pastor, Rev. Leon Edgar 
Smith, D. D., and his people were happy. Fully 
two thousand persons crowded the spacious temple 
at each of its worship services, forenoon, aftei- 
noon, and night. At the morning and night serv- 
ices hundreds were unable to get in. Eleven hun- 
dred were present at the Sunday-school. 

The preachers of the occasion were Rev. J. O. 
Atkinson, D. D., Mission Secretary of the South- 
ern Christian Convention, Rev. Roy C. Helfen- 
stein, D. D., pastor People’s Christian Church, 
Dover, Delaware, and the writer. Mr. Hermon 
Eldredge was the director of the Sunday-school 
forces, co-operating with the superintendent, A. B. 


Jarvis. Lieutenant Governor J. E. West spoke to 
the two hundred and twenty-five men in the 
Temple men’s class, and brought greetings from 
the Mission Board of the Southern Convention 
when greetings were voiced at the afternoon serv- 
ice by representatives from the several denomina- 
tions of the city. Good delegations were present 
from near-by Christian churches and _ several 
pastors from the conference were present and 
participated in one or more of the services, and 
all joined in congratulations and good cheer. The 
house was crowded early and all had not taken 
their departure until nearly the midnight hour. 
They lingered to hear the last notes of the wonder- 
ful organ, the strains of the beautiful chimes, and 
to talk over the glad events of the day. Their 
hearts burned within them as they talked and 
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worshiped. Tears were in the eyes of many 
throughout the day and they seemed loathe to 
leave the holy spot. 

To crown it all, and a sight never to be for- 
gotten, was the crowding of the altars by seventy- 
seven persons at the invitation of the pastor to 
unite with the church. The church served dini:er 
and supper free to all out-of-town guests. The 
music was beautiful, the worship most helpful, 
the fellowship delightful, and the giving most in- 
spiring. Greetings were read from the several 
home and foreign missionaries which the church 
supports, as well as from pastors and congrega- 
tions unable to attend. The entire week follow- 
ing the opening was given up to, special speakers 
of note, including Mr. Hermon Eldredge, of the 
Christian Education Department of the denomina- 
tion, Mr. Homer Ferguson, Governor E. Lee 
Trinkle, Mrs. Walter G. Fain, Member of House 
of Delegates, and on Former Pastor’s Day Rev. 
J. H. Lightbourne, former pastor of the Memo- 
rial Christian Temple, was the speaker. 


THE TEMPLE BUILDING 
The Temple building is the finest church build- 
ing in Norfolk, is said to be the most beautiful in 
Virginia, and leads all the churches of the Chris- 
tians. It is a three and one-half story building, 
96x187 feet, of ge:--ine limestone construction 
backed with brick, twenty-seven carloads of stone 


and more than a million hard bricks having been 


used in its construction. The style is perpen- 
dicular Gothic in every detail of structure and 
furnishings. The acoustics are perfect. An in- 
spection of this great building is of itself highly 
educational. The auditorium is lighted by seven 
large X-ray lanterns, giving a semi-indirect ray. 
There is a large tower from which one may enter 
every department of the building. 

There are lavatories on all the 

floors, nine in all, a Johnson service 

thermostat control in every room. 

A large foyer opens into the spa- 

cious auditorium which is 57x78 

feet. The great auditorium and 

the fine educational building make 

a wonderful structure for a splen- 

did community center for worship, 

religious education, and recreation. 

The auditorium gallery is easily 

entered and is very large. The 

tracery and frames for the win- 

dows are all stone. The art glass 

windows are a combination of an- | 

tique and opalescent glass. In | 

them the life of Christ is pictured, | 

by means of medallion figures, | 

from the Annunciation to the As- 


cension. There is a church office and secretary’s 
room, a pastor’s study on a private elevation floor. 
The great heating plant is most modern. By 
means of a large fan the heat is distributed in 
winter and dispelled in summer, giving a com- 
plete change of air in all auditoriums every fifteen 
minutes. The large social hall is used as the 
men’s classroom, dining room, and is equipped 
with all kinds of indoor athletics. There are 
shower baths, ladies’ parlor, kindergarten, pri- 
mary rooms, and junior church auditorium on the 
first floor. The educational department has a 
large auditorium and many classrooms that may 
be thrown into departmental auditoriums, both on 
the main floor and in the gallery. There are sev- 
eral club rooms in the tower which makes it use- 
ful as well as ornamental. The church is equipped 
with individual drinking fountains. 

The beautiful toned tower chimes are the first 
set of electrically operated tower chimes in Vir- 
ginia. They were given by one of the members 
of the church as a tribute to his mother and wife 
and to the glory of God. 


The organ is unusually fine. It is a four 
manual, antiphonal, electric organ containing five 
organs—ereat, choir, swell, solo, and echo organs. 
They are located in the four corners of the audi- 
torium. It is the latest thing in organ building. 
There are many memorials in the church, tributes 
to friends and workers. 

The total cost of the church, furnishings, and 
equipment in every way is practically $305,000. 
The members of this church are far from being 
wealthy, but they are among the most generous 
people it has ever been our fortune to know. They 
are a missionary people. They have never had, a 
respectable building in which to worship. They 

have supported missionaries and 
helped in every work of the church 
while themselves worshiping in a 
board tabernacle with no conve- 
niences. Their numbers and work 
have demanded a modern, up-to- 
date plant, and they have arisen 
and builded to the glory of God. 
They have about one thousand 
members now, and it is a member- 
ship imbued to an unusual de- 
gree by the Holy Spirit. They 
have felt the obligation to do a 
great work in the city and in our 
mission fields. They now have 
missionary pastors in Porto Rico, 
Japan, and Fancy Gap, Va. In the 
last eighteen months this congrega- 
tion has raised and paid in on its 
new plant about $120,000. They 












































are now paying in on other subscriptions already 
made. Over $40,000 was subscribed on opening 
day. There yet remains some $15,000 to be pro- 
vided for beside subscriptions already made and 
cash already paid in. The giving has been most 
wonderful. There have been many real sacrifices 
made. Some have mortgaged their homes, others 
secured money at the bank and paid _ interest, 
others have gone without things in their own 
homes for their church’s sake. The Lord will 


UNDAY, March 16, 
was set as the day 
for the dedication of the 
new Christian Church at 
Binghamton, which has 
been so long under con- 
struction. Although the 
edifice is not finished in 
all details, its young and 
enterprising pastor, Rev. 
Arthur A. Wright, and his faithful committee de- 
cided to hold to the arrangements which they had 
planned. 

The building is located in one of the finest resi- 
dential districts of the city, known as Grand 
Boulevard, only a minute’s walk from the main 
street of the city, and is an admirable example of 
the combination of utility 
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bless such giving and sacrifices. The spirit of 
giving was most delightful. 

Mr. Hermon Eldredge, as Administrative Sec- 
retary of the Board of Education, spent four 
weeks with the church preparing them to enter 
the new building thoroughly organized for the 
largest possible Christian education results, train- 
ing workers, locating the forces. The writer spent 
several days on the field preceding the opening, 
as director of the financial plans for the occasion. 





Binghamton, New York 
By Rev. Martyn Summerbell, D. D. 


up on Saturday afternoon. Otherwise the main 
auditorium was complete in all material essen- 
tials. The new pulpit furnishings and wall decora- 
tions await a more convenient time. 

On Sunday morning, notwithstanding the driv- 
ing snowstorm, the church was packed to the 
doors. A full program was furnished, with fine 
music by a large choir of young people. The 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Wright, who has served this 
people for eleven years, read the scripture lesson, 
and Rev. G. W. Price, of the Binghamton Bible 
School, offered prayer. After an anthem by the 


choir and a hymn by the congregation, Rev. O. I. 
Hathaway, who has been connected with the 
church since its organization by Elder Welton, 
and for a time pastor of the church, introduced 
the writer as the preacher of the occasion. He 





and beauty in form and 
adornment. The main 
audience room is_ spa- 
cious, with a seating ca- 
pacity of over four hun- 
dred. Orchestra chairs 
circle from the rostrum, 
and rise slightly toward 
the doors. Convenient 
retiring rooms and the 
rooms for the Sunday- 
school are provided, some 
on the main floor and 
others in the basement. 
The most of these are 
still in the hands of the 
workmen. 

How close were the 
calculations of the com- 
mittee appears from the 
fact that the great win- 
dow representing the 














crucifixion, was only set 











































chose as his text, John 15:16, and portrayed the 
New Testament Church in its origin, its essential 
activities, and its assured permanence. 
Following the sermon, Dr. Davis, of the Bing- 
hamton Bible School, with several of his helpers 
occupied an hour in receiving funds to close out 
the debt of something over twenty thousand dol- 
lars still on the new building. The formal dedica- 
tion was deferred to the afternoon and was con- 
ducted by the pastor. In the evening Dr. R. E. 


Neighbour, of Buffalo, 
preached, opening a 
series of evangelistic 
services. Our brethren 
at Binghamton are to be 
congratulated in having 
their own church home 
—one beautiful and well 
adapted for their special 
work. 


Lynn, Massachusetts 


i many months of labor on the part of 
the pastor, Rev. Flora M. Neagles, and a 
group of workers, the Bethany Memorial Chris- 
tian Church, of Lynn, Massachusetts, has been 
made ready for occupancy. The building has been 
renovated by replacing the old roof with a fire- 
proof covering, and the interior has been entirely 
refinished and beautified. 

The rededication took place Sunday evening, 


March 2. The impressive 
ceremony was in charge 
of Rev. Herbert M. 
Hainer, of New Bedford, 
secretary of the New England Christian Conven- 
tion, Rev. W. G. Sargent, D. D., of Providence, 
president of the same organization, and the 
pastor, Rev. Flora M. Neagles. The dedicatory 
sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Hainer and the 
dedicatory prayer was 


Rev. Flora M. Neagles 








Bethany Memorial Christian Church 


offered by Rev. Dr. 
Sargent, after which the 
benediction was given by 
Rev. Miss Neagles. 


She is perhaps one of 
the best known among 
the women church work- 
ers of Greater Boston, 
where for more than 
thirty-five years she has 
been actively engaged in 
mission work. She was 
born in Lynn and re- 
ceived her education in 
the public schools of this 
city. She was ordained a 
minister of the Christian 
Church June 11, 1915, by 
the Rockingham Chris- 
tian Conference. She ac- 
cepted the call to be 
pastor of the church 
after she had been called 
three successive times in 
six years. Up to Sep- 
tember, 1923, she served 
as superintendent of the 
Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union, an office 
she resigned to take up 
her duties as pastor. God 
is blessing the work of 
this pastor and people. 








The Dedication at Oronoque, Kansas 
By Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D. 


HE Oronoque, Kansas, Christian Church was 

formally dedicated Sunday, March 9. The 
event consummated an achievement worthy of 
more than passing notice. Two years ago the 
former church building burned, with an insur- 
ance of about one-third its value. A period of 
serious financial depression and price deflation 
has succeeded the fire. Building under these cir- 
cumstances has not been without great effort and 
some sacrifice. In addition to the financial con- 
tributions, labor has been donated to the extent of 
about seven hundred dollars in unbroken days, be- 
sides the 


writer. At the morning church service there 
were five additions to the church. In the after- 
noon some six visiting clergymen of other de- 
nominations brought felicitations. The deficit 
was oversubscribed by a willing congregation, 
and this was followed by the ceremony of dedica- 
tion. The service of the afternoon was con- 
tinued for over two hours and thoughi there were 
dozens standing, none deserted the service. I 
think in all of my ministry I have not seen more 
attentive, enduring audiences than gathered at 
Oronoque that day. The evening was a fitting 
climax to the 





numerous inci- 
dental services 
of which no ac- 
count has been 
taken. 

Since the 
fire, the con- 
gregation has 
been worship- 
ing in the Bap- 
tist Church. 
The pastor, 
Rev. C. E 
Huff, has been 
preaching to 
both congrega- 
tions at least 
one half the 
time ; Rev. Rob- 
ert Wynne, 
pastor of the 
Papvtist 
Church, occu- 
pying the remainder. The Sunday-schools have 
been combined. There has been a delightful fel- 
lowship between the two churches and their 
pastors which has not been with- 
out a very beneficial effect in the 
community. 

Though the ground was snow- 
covered in the morning, this did 
not seem to interfere with attend- 
ance at the various services. A 
capacity house attended the three 
services of the day. The Sunday- 
school had an attendance of one 
hundred and forty with an offer- 
ing of nine dollars and twenty- 
seven cents. The three sermons of 
the day were preached by the 
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The New Building at Oronoque, Kansas 


space 

served for a cut of 
Brother Huff, which has 
not yet come—owing to 
an oversight in this of- 
regret 
exceedingly, 
we use this opportunity 
to emphasize the fact 
that all four of these 
churches are home mis- 
products. 
prove that church ex- 
tension work pays big. 


day. Owing to 
home duties 
and long driv- 
ing, the eve- 
ning  attend- 
ance was the 
smallest of the 
day, though the 
house with its 
adjacent class- 
rooms was 
comfor tably 
full. 

Both dinner 
and supper 
were served in 
abundance to 
all in the 
church dining 
hall. This pro- 
vision strength- 
ened the fel- 
lowship of the 
day. A fine orchestra furnished music for all of 
the sessions. There were also a number of ex- 
cellent vocal renditions. A male quartet rendered 
several selections which were well 
received. 

The new building is well adapted 
to its purpose as a village church. 
It has a seating capacity of about 
three hundred and fifty with entire 
basement excavated, hot air heat, 
and independent electric lighting 
plant. There are several Sunday- 
schools rooms with dining room, 
kitchen, etc. 

Rev. C. E. Huff, the pastor, is a 
community leader and greatly loved 
by his people. 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


Fall River, March 27—Union noonday 
srvices will be held during Holy Week at 

e First Christian Church, Rev. R. Russell 
Clem pastor. The preachers are as fol- 
lows: Rev. E. C. Herrick, D. D., First Bap- 
tist Church; Rev. W. H. Stewart, North M. 
E. Church; Rev. John Nicol Mark, Uni- 
tarian Church; Rev. E. J. Cleveland, 
Church of the Ascension; Rev. C. E. Hellen, 
Central Congregational Church; Rev. E. J. 
Bodman, North Christian Church. The 
services begin at 12: 10 and close at 12: 40. 

At a recent meeting of the conference 
board, it was voted to co-operate with other 
conferences in a young people’s meeting 
to be held at Craigville sometime toward 
the last of July and early part of August. 
It is felt by many of our leaders that such 
a gathering will be of great value to our 
young folks, and we trust that a large dele- 
gation from the Rhode Island and Massa- 
chusetts Conference will attend. The board 
also voted to hold a conference picnic on 
Saturday, June 7. 


Fall River—The Bogle Street Church has 
recently lost another of its most loyal mem- 
bers in the passing on of Mrs. Grace E. 
Kenworthy, wife of Alderman Albert Ken- 
worthy, and daughter of the late Matthew 
H. and Lois Walker Hirst. She was al- 
ways greatly interested in the growth and 
prosperity of the Bogle Street Church. 

Arrangements are now being made for the 
coming of Superintendent L. F. Johnson, of 
Carversville, Pa., to our conference, April 
30 to May 8. He will visit as many of the 


“%hurches as possible and attend the group 


meeting to be held at Brownells Corner, 
Saturday afternoon, May 3. 


E. J. BoDMAN, Field Secretary. 


ROCKINGHAM CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


Amesbury, Mass., March 31—The annual 
meeting of the Christian Church, held on 
Wednesday evening, February 27, was well 
attended. A parish supper was served at 
six-thirty. An excellent menu had _ been 
prepared by a committee of three. The 
annual meeting was held immediately after 
the supper, and was opened with prayer by 
the pastor, Rev. A. H. Fielder. All of the re- 
ports were very encouraging. Mr. Charles 
Hoyt, treasurer of the church, reported that 
all bills were paid, and that there was a 
surplus in the treasury. Miss Harriet 
Morrill, benevolent treasurer, had a very 
interesting report. Mr. Hoyt, who is also 
superintendent of the Bible School, had an 
exceptionally good report on the work ac- 
complished in that department during the 
past year. The reports of the Willing Help- 
ers and Ladies’ Aid organizations, also of 
the Christian Endeavor society, excelled 
those of some years back. There has been a 
steady increase in church attendance and 
in the interest shown in all the church work 
during the past year. These heartening re- 
sults are largely due to the untiring efforts 
of Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Fielder, who have 
SC ihand in the interest of the parish.— 


_ Newton, N. H., March 31—The first Fa- 
“Pixer and Son banquet ever held in Newton 
took place on March 28 in the parish house 
of the Christian Church. The Boy’s Club 
of his church is not large in point of num- 
rs, but comes through pretty strong in 
enthusiasm. Fifty men and boys sat down 
to a splendid supper on this occasion and 
and everybody had a wonderful time. The 


principal event of the evening was the ad- 
dress upon “Work Among Boys,” given by 
Mr. Ernest P. Conlon. Songs and happy 
speeches made up the rest of the program. 
Not the least important feature was the at- 
tendance of the men of the community. The 
organization of a Men’s Club is now as- 
sured at an early date, as the pastor, Rev. 
Edwin L. Noble, has fully recovered from 
nis hospital experience and is in the har- 
ness again. There has just gone from this 
church the very fine amount of one hundred 
and seventeen dollars for foreign mission 
work. 


Manchester, N. H.—On the evening of 
February 25, a banquet was served by the 
parish committee to the men of the church 
and parish in the vestry. Mr. W. S. Dillon 
was the after-dinner speaker. After the 
banquet and after-dinner exercise all ad- 
journed to the auditorium, and a short musi- 
cal program was enjoyed. Rev. John Phillips, 
pastor of the Franklin Street Congregation- 
al Church, addressed the men. It was de- 
cided to organize, and with a great deal of 
interest and earnestness, the men proceeded 
with the details of the organization. This 
church now has a Community Brotherhood 


HUAN 
I Wish 


I WISH that I might sing a song 
That cheers a struggling soul along 

Life’s narrow, hard, and stony road, 

And helps him bear his heavy load! 


I wish that I might do a deed 

That helps another in his need, 

And makes his star of hope shine clear— 
Dispelling all his doubt and fear! 


I wish that I might speak a word 
That by some erring brother heard, 
Would turn him from his evil ways 
And make him happy all his days! 


I wish that I might always be 
Unyielding in my loyalty 

To truth and right and all things good, 
Wherein the Master staunchly stood! 


—Milton Newberry Frantz. 
MMI il 


of forty-six members and the interest and 
enthusiasm of this new organization are be- 
ing felt throughout the church. 

Percy W. CASWELL, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 


Marietta, March 30—Rev. E. D. Oren, of 
Linn Grove, Indiana, with the help of the 
pastor, Rev. Roy Hart, has just closed a 
three weeks’ meeting with the Marietta 
Christian Church. Although the meeting 
did not result in as many conversions as was 
hoped for, it was a spiritual uplift to the 
church as well as those who are out of the 
fold. There was much precious seed sown, 
and we pray that it has not fallen on fal- 
low ground. Bro. Oren and Bro. Hart 
worked faithfully and earnestly, especially 
among the young men, and Bro. Oren has 
made many warm friends among the church 
people and in the community who will not 
soon forget the earnest efforts put forth 
for their souls’ salvation—Mrs. ETHEL 


BONNETT. 
INDIANA 


Muncie, March 31—The Eastern Indiana 
quarterly conference met with the First 
Church, this city, last Tuesday evening, Rev. 
Ernest Treber presiding. Sessions were 
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held through Wednesday and Thursday, and 
interesting and helpful programs rendered. 
The music and devotions were directed by 
Rev. R. P. Arrick. The three principal ad- 
dresses were delivered by Rev. Ernest Tre- 
ber and Rev. Lloyd Reich. Tuesday eve- 
uing Brother Treber spoke on the subject, 
“The Pre-incarnate Word.” Wednesday eve- 
ning Brother Reich spoke on “The Incarnate 
Word,” and Thursday evening Brother Tre- 
ber spoke on “Christ Our Intercessor.”” Wed- 
nesday forenoon was devoted to a School of 
Methods, and “Church Finance” was the 
subject. The budget system was discussed 
by Rev. W. Max Shaffer, Rev. Warren Wall, 
and the writer. The afternoon was devoted 
to the subject of missions, which was dis- 
cussed by Mrs. Dr. Davis, of Mooreland, 
Rev. Guernsey Stephens, and Rev. H. H. 
Short. Thursday forenoon was given to a 


Bible study by Rev. J. A. Frazier, “Evange- 


lism” by Rev. Robt. Van Zant, and a sermon 
by Rev. J. A. Watson at the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper. 
J 


In the afternoon Rev. 
J. A. Frazier gave another Bible study: 
“Should Churches Form Pastorates?” was 
discussed in a fine way by Rev. N. H. Thorn- 
burg. The conference was well attended, a 
fine spirit prevailed, and only one person as- 
signed a place on the program failed to ap- 
year, and because of the loyalty and faith- 
fulness of that one in the past, all felt that 
his absence was unavoidable. The Board of 
Education held a ‘meeting on Tuesday after- 
noon, and organized for more aggressive 
work. Two new churches were received into 
the conference for the prescribed course of 
study. Sunday afternoon the Christian 
Endeavor Union of Muncie held a Junior 
mass meeting at our church. The audito- 
rium was almost filled by Juniors, several 
societies being represented. The meeting 
was in charge by Miss Hazel Colson, of our 
church, and Miss Snyder, of the Friends’ 
Church. The occasion and program was the 
conception of Miss Colson, I am advised, 
who is superintendent of the Intermediate 
society of the First Church. An address 
was delivered to them by Mrs. Anna D. 
Stephens, and a handsome banner was pre- 
sented to the Junior society of the First 
Presbyterian Church for having the larg- 
est average attendance. Our work here is 
steadily advancing in almost every line, in 
a most encouraging manner. The writer 
spent some days in February with Rev. A. 
B. Thornburg in evangelistic services at 
Woodington, Ohio, but zero weather and 
deep cold and hoarseness with the preacher 
tended to defeat. Brother Thornburg is a 
hard worker and good pastor. There were 
several conversions and additions to mem- 
bership, but all were won through personal 
visits and work by Brother Thornburg in 
the homes of the parish. Rev. A. E. Cort- 
ner has just closed a fine meeting at Al- 
bany, his own field, and is now in an in- 
teresting series with Rev. J. R. Cortner at 
Farmland, Ind. Report comes that they are 
having the finest meeting they have known 
there in several years.—MURDOCK W. BuT- 
LER. 


Winona Lake, March 31—My churches, 
Majenica and Greentown, continue nicely in 
the Lord’s work. Both churches gave a 
nice offering for foreign missions this year. 
Our Greentown Sunday-school gave special 
missionary program, giving the offering for 
missions. Our Majenica Sunday-school 
gives one offering each month for six 
months to foreign missions and the same 
plan for six months to home missions. This 
is a good plan and keeps up the mission 
spirit through the year. Our Greentown 
Church broadcasts a program every first 
and third Monday of each month, from six 
to seven o’clock. This program consists of 
quartets, readings, marimbaphone  selec- 
tions, and short sermon by the writer. Now 
you may all listen in. We have a splendid 
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broadcasting station at Greentown. Evan- 
gelist Bob Jones and his singers recently 
broadcasted a service from this station. 
This station is WJAK, meaning, “Win Je- 
sus As King.” Was called Saturday to 
preach funeral of Aunt Prudence Hogmin, 
at our church at North Manchester. She 
was a devoted member of the Christian 
Church, nearly eighty-six years old. Last 
Sunday being the fifth Sunday, I had the 
privilege of hearing Dr. Gordon preach at 
Winona Lake. Through invitation the 
writer preached for Dr. Gordon here at the 
vesper service at five o’clock Sunday, 
preaching on the subject, “Christ in Edu- 
cation.” A modern federated church cost- 
ing $50,000 is being completed here. Some 
five hundred wintered in Winona Park this 
winter. Received another subscription for 
the good old Herald of Gospel Liberty. It’s 
a real joy to receive such subscriptions 
when we think of the real gospel message 
The Herald preaches. Had the privilege of 
exchanging greetings with O. W. Whitelock 
and Rev. Mr. Etter, of Huntington, Ind. 
lately. This is the season of life. Let us 
each try to win many souls to him this 
Easter time, that they may have life more 
abundant.—J. J. BEISIEGEL. 


OHIO 


North Star, March 31—The revival meet- 
ing conducted by Rev. G. B. Cain at this 
place came to a close on last Sunday eve- 
ning with six conversions and additions to 
the church. A splendid interest was mani- 
fested, although the roads were almost im- 
passable and inclement weather prevailed 
throughout the two weeks of the meeting. 
As a fitting climax for the meeting, on the 
last day a “Home-coming and Rally Day” 
was held, which brought many visitors and 
old familiar faces back to the home church, 
and we had a great all-day service and 
basket dinner in the basement of the 
church. During the evening service the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, to the num- 
ber of twenty-six, silently marched in and 
after a few remarks by their leader, pre- 
sented the church with an American flag 
and an envelope containing thirty-six dol- 
lars. Brother Cain, on behalf of the church, 
gave them a hearty welcome, thanked them 
for their gifts, and offered a short prayer, 
after which they as quietly filed out as they 
had come. This visit of white-robed figures 
and their ceremony was a scene never to be 
forgotten by those present and one which 
should stir the patriotism in every true 
American heart. During his stay with us 
Brother Cain greatly endeared himself to 
our people, and at the close of the last serv- 
ice all present came forward giving him 
their hand, thus pledging themselves to live 
a better life-—J. D. HARTZELL. 


Pleasant Hill, April 2—Our people here 
are entering into our mission study pro- 
gram with great enthusiasm. Already we 
have realized some very gratifying results 
—not in money directly, but in interest. One 
of our Sunday-school classes, taught by 
Miss Ethel Sloan, has decided to undertake 
the support of a Japanese student in one 
of our mission stations in Japan. In view 
of the fact that the future of our mission 
work in the foreign field will be in the 
hands of the native workers, this is a most 
worthy goal for this class of girls to set. 
The class is asking the Mission Secretary 
or the Board to assign them a girl student 
fcr whose education and training the class 
will become. financially responsible. I feel 
that this is only the beginning of a great 
missionary effort in this field. Our pre-Eas- 
ter evangelistic services will begin April 6 
and continue through April 20, the three 
churches. of the town co-operating in this 
evangelistic appeal. Realizing that the time 
has come when church members must not 
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leader in many ways. 
of home mission support. 
cur ablest foreign missionaries. 


McCord, D. D. 


in the larger field of service as well. 





Home Missions and the New Churches 
BY HOME MISSION SECRETARY THOMAS 


_ Much of The Herald this week is devoted to the accounts of the dedication of 
four of our churches in the West, East, and South. The significant thing in 
regard to this is the fact that every one of them has received the support of 
the Mission Board. The church at Lynn, Massachusetts, is now being supported 
to the extent that the pastor’s salary is nearly all paid by the board. The rest 
of the churches are self-supporting. The Norfolk Church, however, is one of 
the greatest outstanding examples of the work of beginnings in home missions. 
The Memorial Temple there, whica has been absorbed by the new church, was 
a memorial undertaken by the North and the South in memory of the occasion 
of their uniting at Marion, Indiana, in the year 1890. 
it has been one of the outstanding churches in mission work and largely be- 
cause of that has grown to the place that it now occupies, a denominational 


Binghamton, after its organization, was for a number of years a recipient 
Two of its former pastors, now deceased were among 
They were Rev. H. J. Rhodes and Rev. E. K. 


Mission Board has aided not only in the support of the pastor at Oronoque, 
Kansas, but has aided with the Church Extension Fund, both in building the new 
parsonage and the church just dedicated. 

_ As I look through the list of the leading churches of the Christian denom- 
ination, it is quite a satisfaction to know how many of them have been aided, 
and many of them made possible, through the support of -wr home missions. 
In the West, Wayland, Nebraska, Lincoln and Oronoque, Kansas, Albany, Mis- 
souri, Urbana, Danville, and Olney, in Illinois; Goshen, Muncie, and Winchester, 
in Indiana; Columbus, Lima, and Piqua, in Ohio; Ravena and Binghamton, in 
New York; also the Vanderveer Park Church in Brooklyn. 
Manchester, New Hampshire; Bangor, Maine; Laconia, New Hampshire; Nor- 
folk, Virginia; Raleigh, North Carolina; and Columbus, Georgia; in the South. 
I have simply picked some of the churches out of hundreds which have been 
aided through home missions, but among them will be noted churches which are 
now making great contributions to the Christian Church and to Kingdom work 
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All through its history 


In New England, 
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only be evangelical in faith, but evangelis- 
tic in practice, I have appointed a home 
visitation committee of thirty people, 
charged with the responsibility of personal 
work in this campaign. We are looking for- 
ward to a great ingathering Easter Sunday. 
—R. F. Brown, Pastor. 


Troy, April 8—A two weeks’ special 
meeting in the Troy Church with Rev. Hiley 
Baker, of Eaton, as special speaker, resulted 
very satisfactorily with thirty additions to 
the membership. Of this number four came 
by letter. Class delegations most every 
night proved to be a very helpful feature in 
bringing out good attendance. Among the 
delegations was a fine bunch of men attend- 
ing in a body from the Wind Shield factory. 
Brother Baker endeared himself to the peo- 
ple of Troy in his very splendid messages 
and congenial spirit. We feel, too, that the 
results of the meeting are not yet all in evi- 
dence and are looking forward to Easter 
time for continued harvest. 

As we are writing this, we are in a return 
meeting with Brother Baker at Eaton and 
we are just getting started. We hope that 
we may have the prayers of the brotherhood 
that the Lord may lead us to victory.— 
A. E. Kemp, Pastor. 


Franklin, April 1—The church at Frank- 
lin has just closed a very successful evange- 
listic meeting, the pastor doing the preach- 
ing. Mr. Alferd Shumate; of Lima, Ohio, 
led the song service, which was very help- 
ful. He literally sang his way into the 
hearts of the people of the community. His 
willingness to co-operate on the slightest 
suggestion from the pastor and people is 
an outstanding feature of his work. The 
services lasted for one week. There were 
sixty-eight decisions for Christ and fifty- 
six united with the local church. It was 
quite an inspiring scene, at the close of the 
final meeting, when this large group of peo- 
ple was lined up around the altar and down 
the center aisle of the church, standing in 









family groups. One very impressive thing , 
about. it was that there were several famil 





groups, the entire membership of which uni 


ted with the church at one time. This his- 
toric old church is taking on new life, and 
the pastor and people are much encouraged 
with the condition of the work at the pres- 
ent time.—EUGENE E. RAINEY, Pastor. 


Carversville Christian Orphanage 


SOME of the outstanding needs of our in- 

stitution are garden seed; some farm 
tools, including a cultivator, harrow, and a 
one horse plow; a 82-volt electric sweeper: 
one laundry stove; and summer clothing for 
boys and girls, ages from four to twelve. 
We need a slight increase in offerings at 
Easter time that we may have sufficient 
funds to tide us over the vacation period. 

In answer to prayer and faith, all of 
our very necessary needs have been sup- 
plied. We thank all the friends who are 
interested in the orphans and dependent 
children, for their generous assistance in 
our work. Our orphanage family is grow- 
ing. We now number twenty-six. There 
are other very worthy applicants who 
should be received just as soon as we can 
provide for them. Two little girls and one 
little boy are on the waiting list from one 
of our Christian churches. We must pro 
vide for them just as soon as we possibly 
can. Lending to the poor is a good thing 
and is commended by the Holy Scriptures. 
We are in service with the Master when 
we give to the support of the orphans and 




























dependent children. It is a privilege to help 
those who are altogether unable to help 
themselves. 


















_ Any interest the Herald readers may take Ff 
in our work will be very highly appreciated 7 


by the management and by the whole Chris- 


tian Church, for the church is directly in- | 


terested in the success of the Orphanage. 
LINDSAY F. JOHNSON, Superintendent. 
Carversville, Pennsylvania. 





















